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Alexander miller 

538 N State Street 

Appleton,WI 

360-888-2942 

February 3rd, 2026 

RE: Clyde the Rottweiler 

To whom it may concern: 

I am writing today on behalf of my dog Clyde, and the city’s response to a dog bite incident that 
happened on Christmas. I am not going to say my dog was correct in his actions but he does 
look uncomfortable and tenses up before he jumps at Kathy. It looks like a fear response as he 
bites and backs away.  

I admit that what my dog did was wrong but Clyde had no issues with anyone else during 
our time there. He respected both adults and children alike while they also respected him and 
his boundaries. I do not believe my dog to be dangerous. I would like to see him declared not 
dangerous.  

I need him in my life as a veteran with mental health issues. He helps me immensely 
both mentally and emotionally after I have my bad days. The time without him this past week 
has been the worst time of my life.  If we cannot get him declared not dangerous, my hope is 
that he will not be declared prohibited. I would follow all the rules and city laws that apply to 
owning/housing a dangerous animal . 
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To whom it may concern, 
 
​ My name is Brianna Garcia and I am the caretaker of Clyde when his owner, Alexander 
Miller is not present. I have known Clyde for 3 years, 1 year in a professional manner and 2 in a 
personal manner. I first met Clyde while working as a professional dog groomer. From the first 
appointment, Clyde had shown no negative/aggressive behaviors for grooming or handling. He 
was tolerant of the check in process, a required 7 point check in, which went over the dogs 
overall condition including checking the eyes, ears, teeth/mouth, skin, coat, feet/nails and any 
concerns the pet parent may have. While most dogs can be apprehensive about this process, 
Clyde was extremely calm and courteous. Once out of the control of his owner, Clyde was polite 
and followed commands and given directions. His grooming service went smoothly and he was 
welcomed back multiple times after.  
 

I have been in the pet care industry for 8 years, grooming for 5. As a professional dog 
groomer I have personally witnessed the importance of and honing of my ability to assess the 
emotional state of animals, mainly specializing in dogs. Within my profession I regularly see 
animals undersocialized to grooming equipment, reactive to touch and being cleaned, and 
poorly cared for to the point of physical discomfort to the dog in cases of severe matting due to 
neglect. These dogs are not judged for their behavior because it is due to human error and 
failings. If more people were educated on reading the signs dogs give us and work to better 
understand their language as well as advocate for their basic needs being met, in most cases 
we can prevent the escalation of unwanted behaviors.With my knowledge and expertise, I am 
more than equipped to ensure what has happened in the past will not be repeated.  
 
​ In a personal manner, Bonnie and Clyde have been fantastic to know. Both dogs have 
their own personalities, Bonnie being bossy while Clyde is a bit more laid back and reserved. 
Clyde has never shown any aggression while at home. He has never once shown any 
tendencies to protect our home in a negative way. While he barks to alert when someone is at 
the door or entering, he does not react by rushing or growling at them. He calmly approaches 
and sniffs the guest as they enter the living room and goes back to his own business, mainly 
resting on the couch. After getting to know Clyde, he is a huge cuddle bug and loves attention 
when requested. Like most dogs, and humans, Clyde has a social battery and when that runs 
out he will excuse himself to go relax alone and unbothered.  
​  
​ While my goal with this appeal is to remove his designation entirely, I understand that 
might not be able to happen. If so, I’d like to move for him to be removed from the prohibited list 
and classified as a dangerous animal. With proper management, by Alexander Miller and I, 
Clyde can be properly contained to our home and follow all rules regarding muzzling, 
confinement, and public safety per municipal code section 3-132. We have already taken 
measures to get Clyde in for a behavioral exam with a certified veterinary behaviorist in 
Chicago, we have increased our current liability insurance coverage from $100,000 to 
$1,000,000, we have signs at both entrances to our home warning of a dangerous dog, we have 
a secure kennel with a lock, and we have an appointment set to get a quote for fully fencing in 
our back yard.  
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​ Attached you will find a timeline of events from my perspective, a video observation from 
a Certified Professional Dog Trainer (CPDT), letters of support/character statements including a 
letter from Shane (a witness to the “bite”), copies of vet records showing he has never lapsed on 
his vaccinations, photos of Clyde interacting with people of all ages/familiarity, training invoices 
and a behavioral training request, and our risk management plan. 
​  

 
 

Timeline of events​
 

On Wednesday December 24, 2025 my partner and I travelled from Appleton,WI to 810 River 
Road in Mosinee, WI. We arrived at approximately 5 pm CST. When we arrived we let the dogs 
out, walked them around the back yard and proceeded to the basement inside Amie’s 
residence. The basement area is a designated space and is specifically blocked off for the dogs 
with a “locking” wooden gate. Anyone entering the dogs’ space needed to unlock the gate and 
enter. Once the dogs were downstairs, Alex’s niece and nephew went down to greet the dogs, 
as they have on multiple occasions. Multiple family members had gone down to greet the dogs 
and came back up while Alex and I were in the process of bringing our belongings inside. While 
Amie and I were in the kitchen talking, a woman whom I have never met (Kathy) came up to us 
and asked if it was alright to go say hello to both Bonnie and Clyde. I told her that was alright on 
the condition that she does not get into their face. She agreed and went down stairs. Amie left 
the kitchen and I waited for Alex to return from outside.  Not even 2 minutes later at around 5:19 
I heard a dog vocalization come from the basement. Upon heading down the stairs I noticed 
Clyde cowered down licking his front right foot, an action he does while self soothing. I met 
Kathy on the stairs who was holding the right side of her face with her hand. I asked what 
happened and Amie stated that Kathy had been bit. I asked Kathy if she was alright to which 
she responded “I don’t know” and proceeded upstairs. I then went into the basement where I 
found both dogs, Amie, and Shane. I asked Clyde what he did, made him sit, and then asked 
Shane if Kathy had gotten into his face. He replied with “well she did kind of bend down...” 
Afterwards I stayed in the basement with both dogs while Alex and Anthony provided first aid to 
Kathy upstairs.  
 
 

Thank you for your time and consideration,  
​  

Brianna Garcia 
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Timeline of events
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From left to right, top to bottom - Brittany age 26, Jose age 16, Colin age 27, Brianna (Alex’s 
sister) age 20, Zach age 24 
  
In all pictures,except for Brittany and Zach, this was Clyde's first time interacting with the people 
pictured. 
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From left to right, top to bottom- Ava age 6, Ivy age 4, Leonidas age 8, Ava age 6, Logan age 9 
months, Ava age 7 
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Plans for Risk Management: 
●​ We have a secure and safe kennel hand built for Clyde. He is unable to open it 

himself nor squeeze through the gaps. We do not have children, nor do we plan 
on it anytime soon though if we do have them we are able to make changes to 
the enclosure to help with “child proofing”. If the need for a different lock/closing 
mechanism is requested, we can change it. 

●​ Clyde already has a muzzle that he wears outside which inhibits his ability to bite, 
not due to aggression just due to him eating feces. We will continue with this 
practice and start walking him on a 4 foot leash. I have also purchased a “needs 
space” leash wrap to add an extra layer of safety when out in public. 

●​ There are currently “Beware of Dog” signs posted on the front of our house at the 
entrance, if this sign does not comply with the city regulations we can get a new 
sign and put that up. 

●​ As of February 4th 2026, we raised our liability insurance from $100,000 to 
$1,000,000 per the city code.  

●​ We will continue working with a CPDT in our area until we are able to be seen by 
a behaviorist who can give us a more personalized plan to help  

●​ We currently have an appointment for a quote to get our backyard fully fenced in 
to add another layer of safety 

●​ There will be no visitors at our house, nor will we be going anywhere with the 
dogs​  

●​ We will continue to keep the dogs up to date on vaccines and registration, 
including the dangerous dog registration  

 

35 



Previous Liability coverage:

36 



37 



Current Liability coverage: 
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Current kennel and locking mechanism: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Additionally here is his current muzzle and the signage posted on our property:  
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