
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION_____________________________               _______________________  

Owner/Applicant:  City of Appleton / Tom Kromm, Department of Public Works 

 

Location:  Part of Oak Street and part of Kimball Street, generally located south of Lawrence Street and 

east of Morrison Street 

 

Owner/Applicant’s Request:  The applicant is requesting a street discontinuance to vacate portions of 

Oak Street and Kimball Street right-of-way. 

 

BACKGROUND________________________________________________             _______________ 

U.S. Venture, Inc. has acquired 16 parcels in the area south of Lawrence Street and east of Morrison 

Street, and they own all of the parcels adjacent to the areas proposed for vacation.  Some buildings have 

already been demolished on the adjacent parcels, and additional demolition permits have been issued.  

Rezoning #4-21, to rezone the surrounding parcels from R-1B Single-Family District, R-3 Multi-Family 

District, and P-I Public Institutional District to CBD Central Business District, is also being presented at 

this May 12, 2021 Plan Commission meeting.  Future redevelopment is anticipated for the entire block, 

and as a result, the areas proposed for vacation are no longer needed for public right-of-way. 

 

In April 2021, U.S. Venture, Inc. submitted a Certified Survey Map (CSM) to combine surrounding 

parcels and the proposed vacated right-of-way into one lot.  The CSM also proposes to dedicate land for a 

widened Lawrence Street right-of-way.  The dedication of public right-of-way is also being presented at 

this May 12, 2021 Plan Commission meeting.  CSMs are reviewed and administratively approved by City 

staff; however, CSM approval could only occur after Common Council approval of the items noted 

above.  The CSM, currently under review, is attached for reference. 

 

STAFF ANALYSIS______________________________________            _______________________ 

Title to Vacated Street:  When vacated, the land reverts to its original source, which in this case includes 

the parcels located adjacent to the proposed vacation areas.  Consequently, title to the street segments 

being vacated would belong to the adjoining property owner.  All adjacent parcels are commonly owned 

by U.S. Venture, Inc.  As shown on the attached map, the adjoining property owner would acquire the 

vacated Oak Street right-of-way of approximately 8,080 square feet and the vacated Kimball Street right- 
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of-way of approximately 5,700 square feet.  Combined, the proposed street vacation area totals 

approximately 13,780 square feet.  It is anticipated that the vacated areas would be combined with the 

surrounding parcels, as described above and illustrated in the attached CSM. 

 

Existing Public Utilities:  The City will not retain an easement for any existing utilities within the entire 

length and width of the vacated right-of-way.  The easement release is captured in the attached Initial 

Resolution. 

 

Street Right-of-Way Width:  These portions of Oak Street and Kimball Street are approximately 32 feet 

wide. 

 

Street Classification:  The City’s Arterial/Collector Plan Map identifies these portions of Oak Street and 

Kimball Street as local streets. 

 

Surrounding Zoning and Land Uses:  The surrounding area is under the jurisdiction of the City of 

Appleton (north, south, east, and west).  The uses are generally residential and institutional in nature.  If 

Rezoning #4-21 is approved, the surrounding zoning would be completely CBD Central Business District. 

 

North:  R-3 Multi-Family District and CBD Central Business District.  Vacant land and existing 

Lawrence Street right-of-way are north of the subject area. 

 

South:  R-3 Multi-Family District and R-1B Single-Family District.  The adjacent land to the south is 

currently vacant. 

 

East:  R-3 Multi-Family District and R-1B Single-Family District.  The adjacent land to the east is 

currently vacant. 

 

West:  R-3 Multi-Family District and CBD Central Business District.  Building demolition is ongoing on 

land west of the subject area.  Existing Morrison Street right-of-way is also west of the subject area. 

 

Subdivision Ordinance Regulations:  Per Section 17-26(c)(1) of the Municipal Code, all lots shall abut 

on a public street or an approved access.  If the street vacation is approved, four existing parcels (#31-2-

0163-00, #31-2-0165-00, #31-2-0166-00, and #31-2-0174-00) would no longer abut a public street.  

However, the land-locked condition would be temporary, as the attached CSM would combine all 

surrounding parcels into one lot with frontage on Lawrence Street, Durkee Street, Water Street, and 

Morrison Street. 

 

Comprehensive Plan 2010-2030:  The City of Appleton Comprehensive Plan 2010-2030 Future Land 

Use Map identifies this area with a future Mixed Use designation.  The proposed street vacation is 

consistent with the following excerpts from the Comprehensive Plan 2010-2030. 

 

OBJECTIVE 6.8 Transportation: 

Implement transportation improvements which also support the City’s desired land use, housing and 

neighborhood goals, objectives, and policies. 
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OBJECTIVE 10.2 Land Use: 

Encourage redevelopment to meet the demand for a significant share of future growth, and to enhance the 

quality of existing neighborhoods. 

 

Chapter 14 Downtown Plan,  Initiative 4 Downtown Development and Business Retention: 

Strategy 4.8 – Support private sector efforts to redevelop and invest in downtown. 

 

Technical Review Group (TRG) Report:  This item appeared on the April 20, 2021 TRG agenda.  No 

negative comments were received from participating departments. 

 

RECOMMENDATION___________________________________________              ______________ 

Staff recommends the discontinuance of portions of South Oak Street and East Kimball Street public 

right-of-way, as shown on the attached map and legal description, pending approval by the Municipal 

Services Committee, and the adoption of the Initial Resolution, BE APPROVED subject to the following 

condition: 

 

1. After completion of the street vacation, a Certified Survey Map or other acceptable document 

must be recorded with the Outagamie County Register of Deeds in order to eliminate the land-

locked lots created by the vacation of Oak Street and Kimball Street (#31-2-0163-00, #31-2-0165-

00, #31-2-0166-00, and #31-2-0174-00). 
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INITIAL RESOLUTION 

 

WHEREAS, the public interest requires that a part of South Oak Street and a part of East 

Kimball Street, that have not previously been vacated, be vacated and discontinued, 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council of the City of Appleton, Wisconsin, 

hereby determines that the public interest requires that a part of South Oak Street and a part of 

East Kimball Street, City of Appleton, Outagamie County, Wisconsin, as hereinafter described, is 

hereby vacated and discontinued pursuant to §66.1003 of the Wisconsin Statutes. 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

All that part of Kimball Street lying East of the East line of Morrison Street and abutting 

Block Twelve (12) of the APPLETON PLAT (aka Second Ward Plat), all according to 

the recorded Assessor’s Map of the City of Appleton, being located in Government Lot 

Two (2) of Section 26, Township 21 North, Range 17 East, City of Appleton, Outagamie 

County, Wisconsin, containing 5,700 square feet of land more or less. 

 

And 

 

All that part of Oak Street lying South of a line 20 feet South of and parallel to the South 

line of Lawrence Street and abutting Block Twelve (12) of the APPLETON PLAT (aka 

Second Ward Plat), all according to the recorded Assessor’s Map of the City of Appleton, 

being located in Government Lot Two (2) of Section 26, Township 21 North, Range 17 

East, City of Appleton, Outagamie County, Wisconsin, containing 8,080 square feet of 

land more or less. 

 

See also attached Exhibit “A” for illustration. 

 

EASEMENT RELEASE 

The City of Appleton hereby releases any and all rights to any existing utilities within the 

above described vacated right of way, including but not limited to, storm sewer, drainage, 

sanitary sewer and watermain within the entire length and width of the above described 

right of ways.   

 

COMMON DESCRIPTION: 

 

A part of South Oak Street and a part of East Kimball Street, generally located 

south of Lawrence Street and east of Morrison  

 

 

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Clerk of the City of Appleton be authorized and 



directed to give notice required by §66.1003 of the Wisconsin Statutes. 

FURTHER RESOLVED, that according to §66.1005 of the Wisconsin Statutes, upon 

vacation and discontinuance of said part of South Oak Street and said part of East Kimball Street, 

title to the above-described streets shall belong to the adjoining property owners and shall acquire 

an ownership interest in the entire area being vacated as shown on the attached Exhibit Map. 

 

 

____________________________________ ____________________________________ 

Date        
City Law A21-0300 
5/3/2021 
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