
 

 

 

 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION___________________________________________________  _ 

Owner/Applicant:  U.S. Venture, Inc.  c/o Elyse Mollner Stackhouse 

 

Location:  Generally located south and east of the intersection of Morrison Street and Lawrence Street 

(part of parcels #31-2-0162-00, #31-2-0161-00, #31-2-0159-00, and #31-2-0160-00) 

 

Petitioner’s Request:  The applicant is requesting a dedication of land for public right-of-way for 

Lawrence Street. 

 

BACKGROUND______________________________________________________________  _ 

The owner/applicant has acquired 16 parcels in the area south of Lawrence Street and east of Morrison 

Street.  Some buildings have already been demolished in the subject area, and additional demolition 

permits have been issued recently.  In April 2021, the owner/applicant submitted a Certified Survey Map 

(CSM) to combine the 16 parcels and proposed vacated right-of-way into one lot.  The CSM also 

proposes to dedicate the subject area for public roadway purposes.  The Downtown Appleton Mobility 

Plan includes recommendations for future reconstruction of Lawrence Street and identifies a need for 

additional right-of-way near the subject area. The proposed right-of-way dedication would provide for a 

widened Lawrence Street cross section. 

 

Two related items are also being presented at this May 12, 2021 Plan Commission meeting.  One is a 

request to vacate and discontinue portions of Oak Street and Kimball Street right-of-way.  The other is 

Rezoning #4-21, which is a request to rezone the surrounding parcels from R-1B Single-Family District, 

R-3 Multi-Family District, and P-I Public Institutional District to CBD Central Business District.  These 

items are incorporated in the CSM referenced above.  CSMs are reviewed and administratively approved 

by City staff; however, CSM approval could only occur after Common Council approval of the items 

noted above.  The CSM, currently under review, is attached for reference. 

 

STAFF ANALYSIS____________________________________________________________  _ 

Public Right-of-Way Dedication:  Approximately 6,451 square feet of land is included in the proposed 

right-of-way dedication.  This includes part of parcels #31-2-0162-00, #31-2-0161-00, #31-2-0159-00, 

and #31-2-0160-00.  As shown on the attached exhibit map, the right-of-way for Lawrence Street would 

be widened by 20 feet in this area. 

 

Street Classification:  The City’s Arterial/Collector Plan Map identifies this portion of Lawrence Street 

as a local street. 
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Surrounding Zoning Classification and Land Uses:  The surrounding area is under the jurisdiction of 

the City of Appleton (north, south, east, and west).  The uses are generally residential and institutional in 

nature.  If Rezoning #4-21 is approved, the surrounding zoning would be completely CBD Central 

Business District. 

 

North:  R-3 Multi-Family District and CBD Central Business District.  Existing Lawrence Street right-of-

way is immediately north of the subject area, and the adjacent land use is institutional (YMCA of the Fox 

Cities facility).  

 

South:  R-3 Multi-Family District and CBD Central Business District.  The adjacent land use to the south 

is currently vacant land, with building demolition ongoing on some parcels. 

 

East:  R-3 Multi-Family District and P-I Public Institutional District.  Existing Durkee Street right-of-way 

is immediately east of the subject area, and the adjacent land use is institutional (Lawrence University). 

 

West:  CBD Central Business District.  Existing Morrison Street right-of-way is immediately west of the 

subject area. 

 

Comprehensive Plan 2010-2030:  The City of Appleton Comprehensive Plan 2010-2030 identifies this 

area as future Mixed Use designation.  The proposed public right-of-way dedication is consistent with the 

following excerpts from the Comprehensive Plan 2010-2030. 

 

Goal 4 – Transportation 

Appleton will support a comprehensive transportation network that provides viable options for 

pedestrian, bicycle, highway, rail, and air transportation, both locally and within the region. 

 

OBJECTIVE 6.9 Transportation: 

Implement the transportation-related recommendations contained within related plans. 

Policy 6.9.2  Implement the recommendations of the 2016 Downtown Mobility Study. 

 

Technical Review Group (TRG) Report:  This item appeared on the April 20, 2021 TRG agenda.  No 

negative comments were received from participating departments. 

 

RECOMMENDATION________________________________________________________  _ 

Staff recommends the dedication of land for public right-of-way for Lawrence Street, as shown on the 

attached maps, BE APPROVED subject to the following conditions: 

 

1. For the attached Certified Survey Map, revise the dedication area by removing a portion of 

existing right-of-way.  The dedication areas shown on the CSM need to align with the exhibit map 

used for the vacation of Oak Street and Kimball Street. 

 

2. In the area to be dedicated as public right-of-way, demolition of the existing buildings must be 

completed prior to City signatures being affixed to the Certified Survey Map. 
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