
NOW, THEREFORE, LET IT BE RESOLVED, that the City of Appleton seeks to protect LGBTQ youth by 

adopting a Youth Mental Health Protection ordinance which prohibits any licensed medical or mental 

health professional from engaging in conversion therapy with any person under 18 years of age;  

 

Furthermore, “Conversion therapy, will be defined as any practices or treatments offered or rendered to 

consumers for a fee, including psychological counseling, that seeks to change a persons’ sexual 

orientation or gender identity, including efforts to change behaviors or gender expressions or to 

eliminate or reduce sexual or romantic attractions or feelings toward individuals of the same gender.  

“Conversion therapy” does not include counseling that provides assistance to a person undergoing 

gender transition, or counseling that provides acceptance, support, and understanding of a person or 

facilitates a person’s coping, social support, and identity exploration and development, including sexual-

orientation-neutral interventions to prevent or address unlawful conduct or unsafe sexual practices, as 

long as such counseling does not seek to change an individual’s sexual orientation or gender identity;  

 

Furthermore, “medical or mental health professional” means any individual who is licensed by the City 

or State to engage in a profession related to physical or mental health, including any interns, trainees, or 

apprentices who provide medical or mental health services under the supervision of a licensed medical 

or mental health professional; 

 

Furthermore, anyone found in violation to the ban will be subject to a forfeiture of $1000, each day a 

person is found to have practiced conversion therapy shall be considered a separate violation.any 

licensed medical or mental health professional alleged to be practicing conversion therapy in Appleton 

as defined herein shall be referred to the State of Wisconsin Department of Safety and Professional 

Services, which regulates therapy services and professional counseling. 

 


