RESOLUTION #
Rededication and revitalization of Solider's Square

WHEREAS; Monuments have long been used by civilizations as a way to commemorate a common
history and to visualize a shared future, and have historically been incorporated into the fabric of civic
life through the formation of public spaces which embrace them, just as they were on Market street in
Appleton from 1851 through 1937, and;

WHEREAS; For the bereaved, military comrades, and the public at large, public memorials function as
virtual graves for those who often died far from home on foreign soil and serve as permanent
reminders of the steep price our nation, and our City, has paid for the preservation of its security and
freedoms and the events that have helped shape our common history, and;

WHEREAS -a-one-blocklong-plaza-80ieeiinwidih-bobweenSouth-Momsen-and South-Oneida-stresis,-
weas-deededto-Applefoninthe18505-by-Baston-philanthropisk-Ames-Ardamst-avwrence-the-namesake-
of-kenrence-University-with-the-deed-restdetionthad-i-cenlinvedotunshon-as-a- Public Highweay-a-
pempeivitylostit-bereivmeddethe-tavwrence-tamily—and;

WHEREAS; Market Street, as it was known from the early days of Appleton, was renamedin 1911 as
'Soldiers Square,’ precipitated by the dedication of a monument erected to honor soldiers who fought
in the Civil War, a monument created by Halian sculptor Chevalier Gaetano Trentanove and
presented by Appleton industrialist A.W. Priest in memory of his brother, James Priest, who died in the
Civil War, and;

mmwmmmmmwm
fromthe-same-conflich-endhe-kEasi-end-of Seldiers-Square—and:

WHEREAS: In 1922, The Cily Planning Survey recognized the importance of Soldier's Square-Hs-newhy:-
established-memertealreflectionspace-as a primary element in its first attempt fo create a bold new
vision for downtown, feeduing calling for an expanded monument boulevard to encompass what is
now the Soldier's Square parking ramp footprint as an anchor fo its proposed civic centre on the bluff
site, and;

WHEREAS: In the late 30's, to make way for parking, the Spanish American War Memorial was
relocated to Plerce Park where it was subjected to vandalism and the metal scrap drive of 1943 which
resulted in the loss of the cannon, and has since deteriorated beyond recognition while the Civil War

memoricl, which remained in Soldier's Square -has-been-entirely-neglected-torovera-centory-with-
sculplural-elemenis-missing-fromr-asfar-back-as1920; and has ,over fime, forfeited its prominence in the

square pleza-andHn-the-publisdrust, and:

WHEREAS; More recently, the veterans of the Middle East conflicts, but also including those who served
in Viet Nam. Korea and others conflicts over the last half century, have NEVER been formerly
recognized in the common public space of Soldier's Square and are well-deserving of the same
recognition and honor afforded all veterans of foreign wars, and;




WHEREAS; Soldier's Square, was meant o provide a place of solace and contemplation, where our
memorials could be appreciated for their aesthetic and symbolic value beyond their intrinsic
commemorative purpose, and complement the mission of the civic spaces in which they reside by
connecling us and causing us to reflect on something larger than ourselves;

WHEREAS; the City of Appleion's updated Comprehension Plan of 2016 called for essenfially ihe same
expansion of Soldier's Square as was suggested in 1922 and presented a grand concept of same
which included a multi-use development, and

WHEREAS; the City of Appleton, presently vested in and in the midst of a grand redesign of its
downtown core and bluff sites, including multi-use development proposals adjacent to Soldier's
Square, is being afforded a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to embrace the history and reverence for
our veterans and all who have served since the foundation of the City by righting this long-standing
violation of the spirit of the Amos Lawrence deed restriction and the public trust;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED; That the City of Appleton will commit to an effort to revitalize
Soldier's Square and make every attempt to recapture the former function of the space as an open
and inviting pedestrian mall without any restrictions on utilitarian or accessibly needs as determined

necessury by cmy odjcnceni deveiopmem save 1he followmg bwede@ee%mg#%wespeeeuaﬂ@

BEH-FURTHERRESOLVED; that the City accommodate the relocation and restoration of complete-
be*h#he—ﬁehes#mehem—eﬁhe—@w%;—MemeﬂeLeF@The Spomsh Amencom War Memorial in the-

F@s#epaﬂt}e# any foreseeoble future redevelopmen’r plons of Soldrers Squore and delay its sugges’red
restoration in its current location —as well as accommodcﬁe The p!cncemenf of more recent conflicts'

memoncﬂs e##he#wer—t—ef—ﬂqep




