Soldler Square monument

Civil War veterans from Qutagamie County had been asking for a monument since the 1880s. There
were several active G.A.R, posts that requested one.

T.M. Kellogg in 1901 suggested that the County erect a monument on the grounds of the county
courthouse. A committee advised that it might take up to $7,000, to be raised by taxation, and that
there should be a vote. It was turned down by Outagamie County voters.

In 1907 George C. Jones (who donated Jones Park) suggested that the public market (on Market Street)
was becoming an eyesore, and sald he would promote the idea of a monument for a subscription drive if
the market was removed, The city agreed. He had raised cltizen pledges of about $3,500 when A.W.
Priest, an industrialist, offered on June 8, 1909, to finance a memorial to the Civil War soldiers if the
George D. Eggleston Post, No. 133, Grand Army of the Republic would take charge of the details and the
monument. His offer was accepted at the Post meeting of June 18,

Priest didn't fight in the Civil War, but two of his brothers did. One of them {James E. Priest) died in
camp. They came to Appleton with their parents in 1849, where his father built and ran a sawmill. He
lived in Kaukauna for many years before buying the H.J. Rogers home on Prospect Street (now
Hearthstone). He was one of the presidents & founders of the Fox River Paper and Pulp Company as
well as president of the Hewitt Water Power Company and many others.

There was a competition for the design which was to be a bronze sculpture of soldiers. A sculptor from
Florence, ltaly, Cavaller Gaetano Trentanove, was commissioned to do the work. He had previously
created statues in Wisconsin, including one in Oshkosh. The sculptor and his wife came from Italy to
place the figures on the granite base, and attended the ceremony.

The three figures, cast in bronze, weigh 5,000 pounds. The base was granite. The monument is 28 feet
in total height, while the granite pedestal is 13 feet and the top of the flag is 15 feet above the base. In
1911 descriptions of the monument, It said there was a vault inside that might contain papers and a
bottle of whiskey,

The name Market Street was changed to match the memorial, which was unveiled on May 30, 1911;
then still called Decoration Day. Miss Aimee Baker, a nlece of AW, Priest, unveiled the sculpture
“before a large audience gathered in front of the library”. (The library was across the street at 121
Oneida St.). Mayor J.V, Canavan gave a speech and Bishop Fallows of Chicago delivered a memorial
address.

The land was deeded to the city in the 1850s by Amos A. Lawrence, who is known for his role in
founding Lawrence University. “It must always remain a public thoroughfare or revert back to the
Lawrence family”, [Square was Deeded by Lawrence, Post-Crescent 9/24/1967 p. 43]

The statue was restored by several local groups by 1983.

1 also Included some articles describing the Soldiers Square Parking ramp. [Mayor Calls Avenue ‘Street
of Tomorrow’ Post Crescent 9/24/1967 p, 42] There was a large section on the updating of College
Avenue, the ramp and the cobbled street that runs next to the ramp.
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nd ceremony’]| this morning’ werg Of | B
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ist | centuries before there will be oc-
go | casion fon anyone to see what the
1ittle box:]eonmgns. Papers of varl-{ g
ous kinds' printed matter with ref-|§'
erence to the gift that made the |}
of | monumenf possible were among the’
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en |employes of the Ryan and ~Long
of | Plumbing company placed a paper {n
g0 [the box containing the name of the
he | irm' and the names of the present}
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orinl .day, Is an artlst
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thosa of the leading *Jialian seulplors,
later "In his own| studlo in his netive
gity, For some {ime he .mafntained e
studio in Milwm[ku. ,glgi'riwr Tranta-+
1 wig 05 nptureih oany citizen,
Tn- 1002 H{?t% Tusbert of Ltaly ‘oreated
him a knight of t}ie Crown of Italy.

The Chevaller Trentanove's firat grent
svccess was “Tha Last'of the Spartans,”
which ho exhibitéd at the .Chicago
World's Fair upop coming to Amerfea
in 1803. This marble stetue was pur-

dediented on Men

eran editor of the Allwaukee Lveniog
‘Wisconsin nmi] presented to the Lnyion
art gallery, where i hae Leen seen by
many Appleton psople. It shows a
Bpagtan soldier, deadly wounded, writ-
ing €hs word vietory on his hieldx In
the Laytonigallery there is also Tren-
tanove'n otatue of ‘Rophnel.

The soulptor suye thnt tho etatue of
Father Marguetts' in  Statvary Hall,
Washingten, D. 0, is hia groatest con.
ception, Meplieas of thls work have

Mich,, pnd Mackinae Jeland, Awmong
other statues in America by Trontanove
arg the Danlel Webster and Generhl
Albert Pike monuments. in’ Washington,
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Bommerville, N. J,, of Prebident McKin-
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i"Thé sculptor's conteption of. tha mol:
{ler'a” monument which A, W. Priest.
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v
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his sobre with &: gesture of cpmmand.
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charge.. One of them is charging with
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blowing the bugle, calling- lifz comrades
to -the ebarge. )
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_Appleton, Wis., Wedneadny, May 31.
A ‘more ﬂtting obervaiies  of |,
‘Metnérial Ddy than took place on.

nuesday in this city would be hard

‘| to conceive of, For with the unvell-
'ing of the monument the’ glft of
A. W, Priest to tHe George D. Eg—,
gleston post, G. A R., in memory
6f his. brother ‘and ‘its attendant
cex:emonies, coupled with the ingpir-

ing address by - Bishop .Samuel Fal-
jows at..the Appléton theatre there
was- little more to be desired.

The ceremony oOf unveiling the
soldiers’ monument had a pecullar-
ly appealing interest about it
despite the fact that it was niuatly
a mattér of f.ormality With . the
gray haired veterans encircilng the
base . of the monuiment and. the sev-

eral allied -military- _qrg_aniza.t;onﬂ

standing in its shadow Miss Aimee
Baker pulled the cord that lowerad
tbe red, white and blue veil reveal-

ing.- to an interestea crowd of fally
2,000 persona the gitt of . A‘ppietons
; :phila»n'thopie a.nd generou,s c;itizan.

The, unveiling . was. the occasionr
J{ for heavy a,pplause, young and old

alike taking- this' means .of gshowing
their appreciation of what Mr. Priest

Yhad done for the city as well ag for

the vetenans.
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. The -military parade was the best
that . this city has.had in years and |

- maluﬁed the veterans, the hunoreﬁ

body of the day, the Spenish W

'| Veterans, the Song er Veterans, Co.:
‘143, tHe) Boys’ Brigade, the Wonidn's].

Reltef Gorpa and the Boy Scouta

culiar impress on mosi of those
who witnessed the passing of %fhe

‘[veterans and future citizens &nd’

 poasibly soldiers. When Afisg Attle

I Baer placed.n wreath on the base of
1the monument, the act was greeted
{by cheers and appiause. The Law-}:
rence Conservatory of Music doyble):
quartatta gang stirring and appro-.
‘Ppriete gorigs. at the un*veillng and
‘| the eercised at the theatre, whilé]
‘Ithe Appleton band’ tmntrfbntaﬂ i
pm'antiy to the musieal features of i
1the celebration. The ceremony. at*

the unvelling was eumpﬂramvely

remarks in his presentaation of the

! mopument to the G. A. B. post, and
i Commander B, T, Brown accepied

the pplendid giit in behalf. of. the

Mayor Canavain dellverad an APDTO-
priate address. ¥

The * entire prﬂgram of the day
was carrieﬂ out in detail without a

Tfha App;ietan theat?e was taxed
£ dta annnnﬂu’ 1‘!11 the nrnwﬂ that

| Thiere was §. ch marked contrast ‘e[
tween the old and young persons in ]
‘| the parade that the sight left, & pe-1-:

i

alnghe, hiteh,  Hvery ~ feature .lad .!
| been aarefnir? ‘dttended to and was.
_ gq:mlly aq f:arefunar and interesting«
' 1‘,% ‘ﬁxﬁﬁﬂteﬁ i
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‘prief. Mr.-Priest made only a few

| veterans in well chosen ianguage. -
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The entire -pmgra:ﬁ of the day

‘was opryied ont fn detall withopt 2|
s!nglae ‘hitcli Hvery feature had‘{ Ed,
{ been ﬁamfuny attendea to and was

._ equaily a.q careﬁ:lly and interesting-
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~The .&ppl&tm theatr& WHE taxed:

| tﬂ its. capaciiy by the erowd that
| gaf.here& {0 héar the aldress of the|
d&y by Hiahoﬁ Pallows, - which sp-
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| peprs in: *part in"aﬂothar volumn of
ft‘hia issa& »Biah ; Pallows paid a
! hgnﬂgu-;na 0 m.pliz'demt to Chev. G.

Tfentanwe, t‘.l;te aminent ‘seulptor
HWho treated: the figures af the mionu-
mgpt‘ 4 Tmmﬁemua' :amﬂmme greet.»

BpeRKkeT’y. remarks sud ﬂhw.
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*  Beautiful Soldiers’ Monument’ Was Unveiled
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Beautiful Soldiers’ Mopmment Was Unveﬂed
dsy Has Been Made Possible, . | 'ﬁ«j 3

rHROUGH the munificence of A. Itinn is not only an
W. Priest, whose lkeness is organization, but will. e gppreciab_.
hown above, the chief feature "in ed by the public $ Lrally as soon
he observance of the 1911 Mem- as it is completed. 4§t will cost be-
rial day in Appleton will be the tween 33 000 and$‘_ 1y :
nveiling of & beautiful Soldiers’,, S ‘
nonument jocated on Soldlers’ -

iqua,re directly . opposite the free GGT L“Ts 0!' REY 80
amblic library on Oneida stre%t J

‘he cost of this splendid tribute to
he. memary of the heroes who have

:one_‘ before &nd in honor of those| Cuplatih ‘af::tllﬂyo:o :
vho are still with us was entirely i : -'1‘3: 3o/ AN *"Oné > Bma
jorne by Mr, Priest and while the ‘ . opd Rl W e | AvE e NO
xact: amqunt has not been made : Y 4 '_ TR/ "%i:plaﬁon.
yublle, it {8 known to be about SRR <0 R
18,000 g e © Applator; Wis.l, Mw 29,
il 'v;ap hea.rlm 8, year AB0: whep o g quylé g posslbl?

\x. Bridst -afien. having. hesrd of &lsome. ﬁm bﬁ« ‘ !-‘:'_"'
hovement: in. Appleton, 9. aa'ug,*-h;rq,,m@; T PanroReie, o Ar ‘
sopular; subscription. for thie arectfon" will’ reaéw Ttiie 1ol
»f a soldierg’: ‘menument’ ‘fhgtructéd: signed By a mﬁ;tu ; fjrbﬁn’g Midye
‘he officers. of the local Grand Army| “got Iots ‘of mone{ B0 ghn*'t be'
Post to open mnegotiations. at onceélyonr honey: SR Y

lor the creation of a monument t0} The note I in re ' to the follow:
sost in the neighborhood of $10 000; g written by Fh‘}iﬁé"r“ﬁm Thom..

assuring them of the DeCessArY'|gg Crank: ... ;E\B :

Tﬁoﬁn"as '

funds, Immediately & commlttee uvqant & hone ithD'ﬂt lots of
was appointed to attend to the| money.”
work and ‘Boon afterward a contract| *mhe appeal #o
was entered into with Cav. G. Tren-|wiitten on B8 4
tanove, one of the best known sculp~|yag brought Tﬁ, Itj' \
tors in the world, who designed the|pirst ward’ yéilnfi:-’ }
statue that tomorrow. will be um-fo¢ th'e house, Wh%ff
velled. While Mr, Priest had been ipjcking BtBB_-WbO,l!ﬂ' T
approhched by .the committee inlper, - N

charge of the golicitation of fiinds

for the monument that was to. have L 1 At}
k(:-r;n 2ﬂnﬁ+nr‘ he monnlar subsorio- p“LlGE m*
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for the monument that was to have
been erected b popular gubscerip-

tlon and hi_a‘ had agreed to assist,

all the funds needed to consummate
gsuch 8 . merltorions undertaking
came as a complete ‘surprise and it
is needless to say that veterans,
young and old, and citizens general-
ly owe to Mr. Priest a vote of
thanks and ‘appreclation for this gen-~
erous act.

A, W, Priest is one of the oldest
renidents of Appleton and Outs-
gamie county, having come here with.

{his parents in 1848, when he was

one year of age, His father in the
spring of 749 started a saw mill on

Nortwick pulp mill 18 now located.

’|Later on the family removed to
‘| Keukayna, remaining thers twenty—

oight . years. During his restdence

{in the down river city Mr, Priest

organized- tﬁe ‘Fox: River Paper and

«| Pulp - company and promobed -the
'Outagamie Paper nompany a,nd the |

Hewitt ; Water- Powar company. ‘of
whicp three concerns he. now 1s and
for years hag* been presidént.
‘Some. years’ iater. what 'was Kaukau-
na’'s lona was, Appleton g ga.hr when
Mr, .Priest and - his family returned
to Appletop to’ make  their home.

Rpgers residence on Prosgpect street,’
one of: the most heautifnl apots in
‘the. eltr.s w%bra he has since. made.
‘his home,: .The: site. chogen for-his |

his boyhooﬁ days on and -arpund
that. plwe his father havlng lived.

,tron} t,he grpsant Prlest ;home, when

| 15 located herein 1849,

his final voluntary offer to provide “

the -water power where the Van|

b ;Mr Priest purchaaed ‘the former |

hb)neqwan .=a.,;f""'attl¢uln.rly approprigte |
one, mpsmuom ag Mr.. Priest. spent |

on- Frcnt atreat, ‘a ahért dxstanee
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| was carried ouit jn detail without a
uingle hitch Kvery feature hadJ
| been carefully ‘attended to and was
aqually a8’ carefully and interestlng-
| 1y executed

The Appleton theatre wAas taxed-

to 1its. capa.city by the cmwd that
gathered to hear the |- ¥ ‘dress of the
daY be Bisht!p Fallows. which dp-
peara in fpart in’ anuther column of
; hia Assue. aishqp Fallows paid a

-fhar‘;dsoma coppllment to Chev., G.
‘Trénteno*\re, the  eminent - sculptﬂr
-rifwho craated ihe figures of the monu-
ment Thundaroua applause greet+

e(l tl;e apep.ker Y remarks and Ghev

P, 24

-Trentenove who Wg,s Baated in & hox;
.‘ agkhowledged the kind wonrds by &

slight; bow and appraciative ‘smile,

. ;;meas__ure of mtéreat anﬂ_ ‘pléas:
g4 nd this partlcular occapi

??..

3 fl‘q-ken 48-/8 “Wholg \the - 11913 ob- |
' servt;:;qg uf Memurlal - day - lms itg }

al ng: remembpred and jﬁgtte m- l
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| that. this city bhas, had ln years and
‘|included’ the. veterans, the. honoged
body of the day, the: Spanish W
‘| Veterans; the .Sons of Veterans,. Co.
‘ G, ‘tHe) Boys'- Brigade, the Womian's|,
y Relief Corps and the Boy Bcoutﬁ.
‘1 There was. 8. ch marked contrast lbe-|
tween the old and young peraons in
‘| the parade that the sight. lett 8 pe-{
culiar impress. on most .of those
'| who witnessed the passing of the
‘| veterans and future citizens and |’
|.possibly soldiers. When Miss Attle |
| Baer placed .a wreath on the base of |’
‘I the monument, the act was greeted i
by cheers and applause, The Law-|'
{rence Conservatory of Music double |
,quartette pang stirring and appro- _
‘[priate songs: at the dnvelllng' add:! -
‘| the .exercises at the theatre, wf:ile
"Ithe Appleton band’ contri:buted, Jm- |
‘I porantly to the musical features of i
the celebration The ceremony. at’
' the unvehlng “'was éompaﬁati’vely.
: brief. Mr.  Priest made only a few '
‘remarks in his presentation of the’
{ monument fo the G. A. B. post, ‘and
Commander B. ¥. Brown accepted.
the.. splendid gtft in beéhaif: of. the -
_veterans in well chosen Ianvuage o
Mayor Canavan delivared an ;appron'
| pridte: address. ot
] The entire prograrh of the' day-
was carried out in detail without a
; aingle hitch Rvery feature hadJ‘
-.‘ _been care'fu]l;y' dttended to and was|
;j; equally ag’ caretuny and interebti:ng-
ly e;mt&uted

Tha Annlatan. ﬂmnh‘n was tnxed
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uangar.
vhlry ‘afficer grusps the Oag In' hls: Idt*
*his ahl he Tolds hl: ﬂbre with o gmmo

T sculptu wnﬂned F yl.-ar und 2 haif- on lhe\
projfeet, makl o' hugh cly 'model firal, then apesd-|
~ Ing: sk’ monibe’ €asting ke figuras, flog ond. bayonet

In ‘bronze quordiug ta both newspapers, the; monu-
nent’-Js 28:fcet In, tatnl ‘helghl, with the: granite;
pedesial: la iml ond“the bronw group ab.la hlghm‘

" fi:l UIE tup of the ting steff,” reaching 16 feel.
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Non-Circulating

" Monuments WIS PAM.

Soldier’s Square Monument, Appleton Wisconsin

Waest side:

1861 1865
DEDICATED
TO THE MEMORY OF THOSE
WHO FOUGHT ON LAND AND SEA TO PRESERVE
THE HERITAGE OF FREEDOM BEQUEATHED BY
OUR FOREFATHERS
TO THEIR POSTERITY.
1911.

North side:

LET US EXALT PATRIOTISM AND MODERATE
OUR PARTY CONTENTIONS. LET THOSE WHO
WOULD DIE FOR THE FLAG ON THE FIELD
OF BATTLE GIVE A BETTER PROOF OF THEIR
PATRIOTISM AND A HIGHER GLORY TO THEIR
COUNTRY BY PROMOTING FRATERNITY AND
JUSTICE. BENJAMIN HARRISON

South side:

PRESENTED
TO GEO. D. EGGLESTON POST
NO. 133. G. A. P.
BY ALBERT W. PRIEST. IN REMEMBRANCE
OF HIS BROTHER, JAMES E. PRIEST,
\ TH WIS. VOL. INF.
WHO DIED IN CAMP. DEC. 28, 1861.

The cast side is blank. | | PU BUC Ll BRARY
APPLETON, WIS.

Tremcnrthod ba Oiana. Sand berm S fefos




e s

Rt

S . ONEIDA @

R B T P e S R T R e e

L e

e e —
DTICN,—The SAHBONN

MAF & PUBLISHING GO. (LI
mated ol (1 Xevhan, to pariles ot
ehuslng wne capp of thly ranp, o

2!

e e W o W W mea e S

-

damiyavling s sgrasment {het
1 bt b vavd wastelealy by
thale Quaneal ar Local Al
4 | and with the Tubsr sgreemant
(ke If wal vi vand, onp of tep
e coplas wlll beretomad 1o

COLLEGE

ECog
LAWRENCE

Gz
5

}

1\ Dy Bre.

¥ ngli 3
P ey |
-

e

- P
@3
- SO i
-1 f
3 ;!Ee

[o-—g

N [




27

e

i

7T

G RN T HE

ey

g
7 A
g

@ ]
18 o
.3 g 4
)

3 &

_u

-Wv -]

:

——

NO.LI1ddV

®: . ——z93T100 5 %&aﬁ.---% .....
I 22 oSy BT NI ' o
& lh ¥ - =~ l\q ‘-l-- V F o = e
0 uw . § .w,a
% el 1o0g) B
E ol ok .n
g a= O7g mWM
11} t m 3
g by B #4210 7 M.W:Nﬂﬁi:&
0\ o 8 B U XAy
St Y] 3 | ol
LI B T P
& AVMOIN 3
o] o
. bttt




2N A

XL

.
.
2

P <./ B

»
3
®

ALLEN,

&

P/ T
eiseeammens maeoe ST By e O ER o

PUD

-

g S COLLEGE

GHLI wmn v ar e w2 LAWRENCE

Tammammant

o8

KIMBALL

43

!
o AT o Ren v e
LY
v e
3
i
&

=29
..%:...

.......{M‘.’W..h‘..-,._

o}

1 paswememaEsiassseTLY

Scala of ¥
]

0w

Cusyeyly £ by ovr Fot




it

| mmerno epimiimi e e (g

Square Was
Deeded by
Lawrence - -

Soldiers Square, the one-block
long . street suggested for _a R
pedestrian walk 4ngd park in its
% |proximily to the new parking
ramp, was deeded in the 18503 to

! ithe city by Amos Lawrence.

: The gift of land was presented
i-fothe then. young—city—with
|strings  attached — 1t must

(& |always remain a publie thor-
Ui oughfare or revert back to the
Lawrence family. o B

Amos Lawrence was the Bos-
ton merchant who started the
whole idea of the City of
Appleten” back when Wisconsin|.
was yet a terrilory. He offered
the Methodists-$10,000 to start a
“college in the wilderness” iff -
the Rock River Methodist Epis-
eopal Conference would match
the sum and be willing to take
over the school. Lawrence never
:ﬁﬂﬁuﬂmﬁoﬂr but nwp w: gave
about $30,600 to the school.

: zommmmvwmna?%e.

Lawrence was a noted bene-
factor to education, but he also
used his interest to bolster his .
pocketbook. He wanted a thriv- n
ing community to grow around '
the university so that he could )
make a tidy sum on the Jand he :
. had purchased from present day X

A. W. Priest Commissioned Italian sculptor Trenta- |Division Street fo the early:
nove to create this statue which stands at the west |university lands. -k
end of Soldiers Square, across from Appleton Public >5_5§. - nw.m_. mﬁ f m#mmwmﬁm_
Library. Erected in 1911, the monument is a tribute &mwMMu = SOENER EaIR W

: ik ; i quare acquired its pres-

to Appleton’s war dead in the Civil War and in special |ani name in 1911,
memory to the industrialist’s brother, James Priest, | The street was renamed for
who died in the war. This side of the monument reads: |the statue which stands on the|
“Dedicated to the memory. of those who fought on land |west end of the square. The
and sea to preserve under one flag the heritage of |monument was created by Ital-|"
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