
Resolution #11-R-26 
Hyperscale AI Data Center Moratorium 

 
Date: August 18th, 2026 
Submitted By: Alderperson Firkus - District 3; Alderperson Fenton - District 6; 
Alderperson Hayden - District 7 
Referred To: City Plan Commission 
 
Resolution Summary: Resolution seeking a moratorium on hyperscale data centers and 
ensure clear zoning requirements for data center land usage. 
 
 
WHEREAS artificial intelligence (AI) has rapidly expanded its footprint in modern life 
and increasing physically in communities across our state and country; and 
 
WHEREAS the data centers that allow for the proliferation of AI have grown to massive 
scales, with some data centers taking up hundreds of thousands and even millions of 
square feet and requiring electrical capacities that can rival small cities and water usage 
that can exceed a million gallons per day, creating strain on local utilities that can 
adversely affect neighboring communities’ costs and require massive investments in 
infrastructure to serve; and 
 
WHEREAS the long term viability for some of these large data centers is questionable, 
as technological progress tends towards doing more with less - less space, less 
electricity, and less water, while good from an overall sustainability standpoint, could 
leave communities with properties that are abandoned and blighted within a few short 
decades and no longer meaningfully contributing to the tax base that finances the 
infrastructure investments required; and 
 
WHEREAS data centers of smaller scales do not pose a concern and are critical parts 
of operations in some industries, such as banking, insurance, and healthcare and the 
city of Appleton in no way seeks to impede data centers commonly found within some 
types of businesses for supporting their companies’ operations, but recognized this is a 
different use case than facilities that are dedicated solely for data storage and/or 
processing; and 
 
WHEREAS AI will continue to grow and evolve and how AI capabilities are utilized is 
outside the scope of what the city of Appleton can effectively legislate, much less 
enforce 



 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the city of Appleton place an 18 month 
moratorium on data centers that meet or exceed 20,000 square feet of space.  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that buildings whose primary uses are as data centers be 
classified for industrial zoned properties within the city of Appleton. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the city of Appleton work collaboratively with 
neighboring communities and the state with creating a path forward to reasonable long-
term regulations around data centers that protect our communities from undue costs 
and risks. 


