CITY OF

APPLETON

Date: July 20, 2026
To: Members of the Safety & Licensing Committee
From: Mayor Jacob A. Woodford & Chief Polly Olson

Subject: Ongoing Legislative Process — 9-R-26 (ALPR/Surveillance Oversight)

Last week, the Common Council received public comment on, and referred back to committee,
Resolution 9-R-26. As the committee continues its legislative work on this item, we encourage
thoughtful and thorough discussion and wish to add context to ensure that the committee can
appropriately weigh its sense of urgency in the process.

The City of Appleton has ended its use of Flock’s products and we have confirmed that cameras
under our jurisdiction have been obscured by bags or removed entirely. The matter of Flock
cameras is, as we see it, fully resolved.

We are not actively pursuing any alternative vendors or products for Automated License Plate
Readers (ALPRs). As the discussion regarding acceptable use of these products continues
within the City and across the state and country, we believe having clearly established policies,
and where necessary, uniform reasonable ordinances governing use of such products in place
first is essential. Until Appleton’s legislative process is complete, we will not be preparing or
bringing forward any ALPRs product recommendations.

Furthermore, we will not be conducting any trials of ALPR products or services while this
process is underway. Resolution 9-R-26 calls for Common Council approval not only of
contracts for such services, but also prior to initiating any trials or demonstrations of these
technologies in the communities (regardless of cost). We support this provision and will abide by
it even as the legislative process is ongoing, or until the Common Council takes action to outline
an alternative process.

The committee is encouraged to take the time needed to thoroughly discuss this matter, engage
the public in productive discourse, and legislate in a way that reflects the will of the committee,
council, and community. Put simply, we see no need to rush advancing a final version out of
committee and will not be taking any action pursuant to acquiring a different ALPR product in
the meantime.



