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TO:  Alderperson Brad Firkus, Chair 

Members of the Finance Committee    
 
FROM: Christopher R. Behrens, City Attorney 
 
DATE: August 1, 2022  
 
RE:  Sanitary Sewer Easement and Agreement  
 
 

Earlier this year an intergovernmental agreement was entered for the installation of a sanitary sewer 
extending from the existing City sewer in Zuelke Drive, eastward beneath Wisconsin 441 and 
eventually extending to serve the new County northwest landfill.  The County is the lead agency on 
that project and I have been working with Corporation Counsel on terms of a permanent sanitary 
sewer easement through a portion of property owned by the Chris J. Hartwig Revocable Trust.   
 
While most of the easement terms are standard, one of the points negotiated with the Trust was an 
agreement that neither the City nor the County would take the land by eminent domain or 
condemnation for a period of 25 years from the date of this agreement.  Earlier this year, and prior 
to agreeing to this term in concept, I spoke with former Public Works Director Vandehey about this 
specific term and any concerns. In short, she advised that there were no concerns with this time 
period.  It was explained that the long-term stormwater plan filed with the DNR shows a potential 
future stormwater pond on the property but would not require construction prior to 2049 (in other 
words after this condition has expired). Based on this timing, City staff is comfortable with the 
terms and conditions in the easement.  These terms have been approved by the County Board as 
well as representatives of the Trust. 
 
Accordingly, I respectfully recommend APPROVAL of the Permanent Sanitary Sewer Easement 
and Temporary Construction Easement Agreement with the Chris J. Hartwig Revocable Trust as 
owner of the subject property. 
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“…meeting community needs…enhancing quality of life.” 




















