
Historic Preservation Commission

City of Appleton

Meeting Agenda - Final

100 North Appleton Street 

Appleton, WI  54911-4799

www.appleton.org

Council Chambers, 6th Floor3:00 PMTuesday, March 19, 2019

1. Call meeting to order

2. Roll call of membership

3. Approval of minutes from previous meeting

19-0379 HPC Minutes from 6-19-18

HPC Minutes 6-19-18.pdfAttachments:

4. Public Hearings/Appearances

5. Action Items

6. Information Items

19-0383 2018 Annual Activity Report of the Historic Preservation Commission

2018 HPR-Wisconsin-CLG-Annual-Update-Form.pdfAttachments:

19-0380 Recent Legislative Initiatives Affecting Local Historic Preservation 

Commissions

MemoFromWIHistoricalSociety_2-21-19.pdf

2015WIAct176LocalRegulationofHistoricProperty_SeePg2.pdf

2017WIAct317HistoricPreservation_SeePgs6+7.pdf

2018 LegislationChanges.pdf

HPC_StateStatutoryChangesHowTheyAffectYou.pdf

Attachments:

19-0381 Update on Historic Building Inventory Project

19-0384 Update on Downtown Historic Buildings Bookmarks

Downtown Historic Bldgs Bookmarks.pdfAttachments:
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7. Adjournment

Notice is hereby given that a quorum of the Common Council may be present during this 

meeting, although no Council action will be taken.

Any questions about items on this meeting are to be directed to Principal Planner Don 

Harp in the Community and Economic Development Department at 920-832-6468.

Reasonable Accommodations for Persons with Disabilities will be made upon Request 

and if Feasible.
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100 North Appleton Street 

Appleton, WI  54911-4799

www.appleton.org

City of Appleton

Meeting Minutes - Final

Historic Preservation Commission

3:00 PM Council Chambers, 6th FloorTuesday, June 19, 2018

Call meeting to order1.

Meeting called to order at 3:01 p.m.

Roll call of membership2.

Duba, 2nd Alternate Peterson, Alderperson Raasch and 1st Alternate FilenPresent: 4 - 

PeregrineExcused: 1 - 

WerthAbsent: 1 - 

Approval of minutes from previous meeting3.

18-0923 HPC Minutes from 5-15-18

HPC Minutes 5-15-18.pdfAttachments:

Alderperson Raasch moved, seconded by 1st Alternate Filen, that the Minutes 

be approved. Roll Call. Motion carried by the following vote:

Aye: Duba, Alderperson Raasch and 1st Alternate Filen3 - 

Excused: Peregrine1 - 

Absent: Werth1 - 

Abstained: 2nd Alternate Peterson1 - 

Public Hearings/Appearances4.

Action Items5.
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18-0720 Organizational Matters:

1.  Elect Chair

2.  Elect Vice-Chair

3.  Set Meeting Date and Time

4.  Designate a Contact Person

Principal Planner Don Harp will remain as the Contact Person, and the Commission will 

tentatively leave the meeting time at 3:00 p.m. on the Tuesday preceding the 2nd 

Council meeting of the month, with the alternate meeting time of 4:00 p.m. to be 

researched by staff to determine if it will work with other committees and according to 

Council rules. Raasch was elected as Chair and Filen as Vice Chair.

1st Alternate Filen moved, seconded by Duba, that Rachel Raasch be the 

Chair. Alderperson Raasch moved, seconded by Duba, that Kayla Filen be the 

Vice Chair. Roll Call. Motion carried by the following vote:

Aye: Duba, Alderperson Raasch and 1st Alternate Filen3 - 

Excused: Peregrine1 - 

Absent: Werth1 - 

Abstained: 2nd Alternate Peterson1 - 

Information Items6.

18-0924 Historic Building Survey Demonstration

This Presentation was presented and discussed. The Commission determined 

the present day picture of the property should be the initial photo with the 

historical photos to follow with the full report.

18-0925 Update on Downtown Historic Buildings Bookmarks

Downtown Historic Bldgs Bookmarks.pdfAttachments:

This Presentation was presented and discussed. The bookmarks are in the 

process of being printed and will be ready soon for the Commission to 

circulate.

Adjournment7.

Alderperson Raasch moved, seconded by 1st Alternate Filen, that the meeting 

be adjourned at 3:38 p.m. Roll Call. Motion carried by the following vote:

Aye: Duba, Alderperson Raasch and 1st Alternate Filen3 - 

Excused: Peregrine1 - 

Absent: Werth1 - 

Abstained: 2nd Alternate Peterson1 - 
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Wisconsin’s 

Certified Local Government 

Annual Update Form 

(to be completed by the CLG) 

CLG:  Year certified: 

Period of Review: 

I. CLG Administration Yes No 
a. The local ordinance is enforced:
b. A qualified commission of members has been appointed:
c. Copies of commission minutes are sent to the SHPO:
d. Number of times the commission has met during the past

12 months:
e. Number of reviews of building and demolition permits conducted

during the past 12 months:
f. Number of decisions appealed in the past year:
g. Number of project denials: __________ 
h. Average amount of time to close-out a Certificate of

Appropriateness: __________ 

Comments:

II. National Register Nomination Review Yes No 
a. Reviews and comments sent to SHPO within 60 day

comment period:

Comments:

III. Local Survey and Inventory System
a. Number of properties added to the state survey during the

past year:
b. Number of local landmarks designated (total):
c. Number of local landmarks added in the past year:
d. How many parcels in the community contain locally landmarked

properties?
e. Total number of parcels in the community:

Comments:



IV. Public Participation Yes No 
a. The public is involved in the local preservation process, 

including the process of nominating properties to the National 
Register: 

b. Commission minutes are accessible to the public: 
c. Open meetings are conducted: 
d. Property owners of proposed designations notified for public 

hearing: 
 

Comments: 
 

V. Education and Training Activities 
a. Number of historic preservation or CLG workshops or 

seminars attended in the past year by CLG staff or 
commissioners: 

b. Educational activities or projects sponsored by local 
government during the past 12 months: 

 

Comments: 
 

VI. Please note any concerns or successes over the past year: 
 
 
 

List of current commission members and their email addresses: 
 
 
 
 

Link to all parts of ordinance relating to landmark designation and review process: 
 
 
 
 
Potential training topics for commission members: 

 
 
 
 
 

Completed by:    

For agency use only: 

Date:    

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

SHPO:   Date:    
 

Ordinance meets state standards: Yes: No: 

Comments: 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
DATE:  February 21, 2019 

 

TO:  Wisconsin Local Historic Preservation/Landmark Commissions 

 

FROM:  State Historic Preservation Office 

 

RE:  Interpretation of Recently Enacted Commission Review Legislation 

 

State Statutes grant units of government the authority to enact ordinances to regulate historic places for the 

purpose of preserving these properties’ significant characteristics.  To do so, units of government may pass 

ordinances creating landmark commissions to designate historic places.  Subject to these provisions, 

commissions may designate and regulate historic landmarks and all property within landmark historic districts 

to preserve the character of both individual historic landmarks as well as the character of each district.  

 

Effective April 2018 new language related to commission review of historic properties was added to State 

Statutes: 

 

In the repair or replacement of a property that is designated as a historic landmark or included within 

a historic district or neighborhood conservation district under this section, the [unit of government] 

shall allow an owner to use materials that are similar in design, color, scale, architectural 

appearance, and other visual qualities. 

 

This language was drawn from the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation, and gives very 

specific guidance to commissions that only apply to repairs and replacements. 

 

Questions have arisen about whether this language requires commissions to approve all new materials.  In our 

interpretation, this new language does not change the role of the commission, but rather empowers it to 

determine if a material or product is an appropriate replacement. All other powers of commissions under their 

local ordinances remain. 

 

During the commission’s COA review process, the commission should first determine if repair or 

replacement is a component of the application.  If no, proceed according to established process.  If yes, the 

commission, using its expertise, should determine if the repair or replacement materials are sufficiently 

“similar” to original materials. The commission, not the owner, makes this determination. If the commission 

rules that the material is not similar, it has the authority to deny a certificate of appropriateness. In the 

commission’s decision documentation, it should clearly state that it reviewed this question and give factual 

reasons why the material is or is not similar in design, color, scale, architectural appearance, and other visual 

qualities. 

 

This legislation does not give an owner unilateral approval for any material or project they propose.  

Ultimately it is the commission’s responsibility to review each project application objectively against their 

ordinance and to provide a professional opinion of appropriateness. 













































































































 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
100 East College Avenue 

 
Appleton Historic Preservation 

Commission 
Bookmark Series 

“Downtown Historic Buildings” 

 

 
203-205 West College Avenue 

 
Appleton Historic Preservation 

Commission 
Bookmark Series 

“Downtown Historic Buildings” 

 

 

 

207 West College Avenue 
 

Appleton Historic Preservation 
Commission 

Bookmark Series 

“Downtown Historic Buildings” 

 

 

211 West College Avenue 
 
Appleton Historic Preservation 

Commission 
Bookmark Series 

“Downtown Historic Buildings” 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

C.R. Meyer & Sons, 

Contractors designed the 

building.  Arresting in the 

sophistication of its design, 

Gibson’s Art Deco Auto 

Exchange is the best-preserved 

example of the period in 

Appleton.  Ironically, the site 

was occupied by a barn, well, 

and chicken coop until the land 

was sold to Alenor Gibson for 

construction of a car dealership 

in 1928.  Completed in 1931, 

some fifty years after 

neighboring buildings, the 

symmetrical two-story design 

with its stepped roofline was 

well-integrated into the existing 

block.  The Carrara glass 

façade with chrome-trimmed 

windows and mannered 

ornament compares well with 

the best designs of the era. 

 

 

 

 

 

   
 

WI A & H Inventory 

#39056 

 
Originally the home of 

Gerhardt Kamps and Thomas 

Kamps’ harness shop.  

Gerhardt Kamps eventually 

bought out his brother and ran 

the business by himself.  He 

was considered one of the 

finest leather crafters in the 

area.  The building was 

designed especially for his 

harness shop.  There was a lot 

to the east where horses were 

kept, both for his shop and the 

Farmers’ Hotel.  The facade 

has a carved stone horse head 

at the top symbolizing that he 

worked with horses.  The 

building was designed by 

Charles Hove who was also 

the architect of Temple Zion, 

the Place Block, and the 

Volksfreund Building. 

 

 
 

WI A & H Inventory 

203 & 205 #39054 
 

The Blissing Building was 
the home of the Appleton 
Post.  While it is often 
thought that the building 
was owned by the Post, it 
was not. They only rented 
the upper floor.  It was built 
with them in mind, however, 
as the two lion heads on the 
façade represent the roar of 
truth.  The Appleton Post 
was Appleton’s third 
newspaper.  The original 

name of the newspaper was 
the Appleton Motor.  It was 
founded by George Miller 
and Alexander Reid to 
counter the Democratic 
paper, the Crescent.  It 
ceased to exist when it 
merged with the Crescent in 
1920 to become the Post-
Crescent. 

 

 
 

WI A & H Inventory #39087 

 
This structure was built in 1856 

by C.G. Adkins for a general 

store and office space.  It was the 

first three story building in the 

city and is one of the oldest 

standing buildings in Appleton. 

To preserve the building, the 

Avenue Mall was built around it. 

 

Style:  Italianate 

 

Builder: J. W. Woodward 

 

Notable Features: 

   
Unusual limestone construction 

on 1st level of West Wall.  

Probably River Bed Limestone 

exterior with Quoins, square 

window heads on 2nd level, arched 

on 3rd. 

 

Built by Woodward for general 

store and offices.  Later run by 

his daughter and her husband 

Byron Douglas who was the first 

local dentist. 
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