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CITY OF APPLETON
Complete Streets Policy

VISION

Appleton streets are designed and maintained to be safe, accessible, convenient and comfortable
for all transportation modes, ages and abilities at all times.

INTENT

Complete Streets will help make Appleton more walkable and bikeable, support investments in
transit, foster social engagement and community pride, support the local economy, and improve
long-term sustainability of our community.

POLICY

This policy will provide the basis for establishing guiding principles and practices to ensure
transportation improvements are planned, designed, constructed, operated and maintained for an
accessible, safe, reliable, efficient, integrated, convenient and connected multimodal
transportation system. The system created will promote active transportation and public health,
and accommodate people of all ages and abilities.

PROJECTS AND PHASES

The City of Appleton shall approach all transportation projects as an opportunity to create safer,
more accessible streets for all users. Complete Streets infrastructure improvements shall be
added to the maximum extent practicable to all projects involving construction, reconstruction,
expansion within the public right-of-way, retrofit of streets, bridges, or other public portions of
the transportation network. This approach shall be used from the inception of the planning and
design stages to final approval and implementation.



NETWORK

Under this policy, the City of Appleton will gradually create a network of streets to serve all
users. While all modes will not receive the same type of accommodation and space on every
street (due to considerations such as terrain, width of public right-of-way, typical use, etc.) these
changes will greatly expand overall transportation options for residents traveling between the
City of Appleton’s various destinations.

EXCEPTIONS

Complete Streets principles and practices will be considered in design, construction,
reconstruction, repaving, and rehabilitation projects related to streets, pedestrian walkways,
bikeways and bike facilities. Any exceptions to this policy denied by the Director of Public
Works must be approved by the Municipal Services Committee and City Council. Exceptions
may be granted by the Director of Public Works when any of the following conditions apply:

1. Cost of accommodation is determined to be excessively disproportionate to the need or
probable use.

2. Project does not fit within the context sensitivity objectives of this policy and there is no
apparent current or future need.

3. Specific users are prohibited from the corridor (such as interstate freeways or pedestrian
malls).

4. Site conditions render implementation infeasible.

Any exceptions granted underthe-pelieyshall-be-documented: by the Director of Public Works

shall be reported out as an information item to Municipal Services Committee.

CONTEXT SENSITIVITY

Community context will be an important factor in all transportation decision making.
Transportation projects will be planned, designed and constructed in a manner that is sensitive to
the existing built environment, while taking into account future anticipated transportation needs.
Recognizing that Appleton is one of many communities within the Fox Valley Region, the City
will selectively target its limited resources to improve alternative transportation modes which
serve the principal purpose of connecting Appleton to contiguous communities and/or to major
points of interest or use within the city itself.

PERFORMANCE MEASURES

The City of Appleton shall put into place performance measures that determine the success of
this policy. These measures may include, but are not limited to:

e Total miles of on-street bike lanes

e Total miles of trails

e Rate of crashes, injuries and fatalities by mode
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e Percent of bus stops that have ADA-compliant sidewalk access from adjacent
neighborhoods

e Percent of active transportation mode share
IMPLEMENTATION PLAN

The City of Appleton will view Complete Streets as integral to everyday transportation decision-
making practices and processes. To this end:

1. Documents. The City shall review all codes, plans, procedures, regulations, guidelines,
etc. to integrate Complete Street principles.

2. Inventory. The City shall maintain a comprehensive inventory of pedestrian and bicycle
facility infrastructure that will prioritize projects to eliminate gaps in the sidewalk and
bikeway network.

3. Funding. The City will actively seek sources of appropriate funding to implement
Complete Streets.

4. Training. The City will make training opportunities available and train pertinent City
staff on the content of the Complete Streets principles and best practices for
implementing the policy. The City will offer training opportunities to community
stakeholders and residents to understand the importance of the Complete Streets vision.



