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Libraries have policies and procedures in place to respectfully
address a community member’s concerns. It begins long
before an item is placed in the collection.

How are MATERIALS ADDED to a library’s
collection?

* Alocally appointed Library Board of Trustees develops a
Collection Development Policy to guide its library’s
selection of materials.

* Local library staff use their training and expertise,
professional book reviews, and patron requests to
purchase materials that fit the Library Board's Collection
Development Policy and reflect the needs and interests
of the local community.

* Librarians locate materials in the library based on their
professional expertise, knowledge of the community, and
the Collection Development Policy.

What process does a library use to deal with a
MATERIALS CHALLENGE ?

The library's board-approved Collection Development Policy
details a process for responding to materials challenges:

* When a patron notifies the library of an item they believe
should be removed or relocated, staff provide the patron
with a materials-reconsideration form that allows the
patron to express their concerns.

» Staff review the submission; read, listen, or watch the item
in its entirety; and determine whether the item complies
with the Collection Development Policy.

* The Library Director notifies the patron in writing of its
decision. The patron has the opportunity to appeal the
decision to the Library Board.

* If the patron appeals the decision, the Library Board
conducts its own review in relation to the Collection
Development Policy. The Library Board notifies the patron
of its decision in writing.

Always feel free to
talk to your local
library director with
questions or
concerns.
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