Common Council Meeting Minutes - Final December 19, 2018

Q. RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED BY ALDERPERSONS REFERRED TO COMMITTEES
OF JURISDICTION

Resolution # 13-R-18
Interstate 41 Public Safety Resolution

Submitted by:

Alderperson Curt Konetzke — District 3, and Alderperson Chris Croatt — District 14
December 19, 2018

Under Review — Comparing to a similar Resolution adopted in August

Whereas, in the 1960’s US-41 was constructed in its current location as a four-lane
divided highway between Appleton and DePere and in the 1970's US-41 in the Appleton
area altained freeway status with the removal of all intersecting crossroads.

And Whereas, in 1992 US-41 between Breezewood Lane and CTH OOQ/STH 15 was
upgraded to six lanes and in 2015 US-41 attained official Interstate status in
Wisconsin and the speed limit in the Fox Cities area was increased to 70mph. In
2015/2016 Interstate 41 from DePere fo Howard was upgraded to six lanes.

And Whereas, the current four lane 23 mile segment befween CTH OO/STH 15 and
Scheuring Road creates a bottleneck between two six lane segments.

And Whereas, I-41 is outdated and doesn’t meet current design standards for the
volumes of traffic and a 70mph speed limit and average daily traffic in 2015 was 55,600
vehicles per day and 63,000 in 2016, which is a yearly increase of 11.7%

And Whereas, there are a high number of crashes that occur weekly and often times
daily, which causes injuries, fatalities, delays, costly vehicle damage, infrastructure
damage, costly and dangerous cleanup activities for emergency, state, county, and
local agencies and staff.

And Whereas, I-41 is designated on the national Primary Freight Network due fto the
sheer number of trucks that transport products into and out of the region. 1-41is a
crucial commuter route for the much-needed Northeast Wisconsin workforce, as well
as promoting tourism to the area.

And Whereas, the Wisconsin Department of Transportation (WisDOT) has recognized
that the existing facility is failing and have plans to spend $1 million in 2018 to 2021 to
design for improvements to five interchanges and $3 million fo design surface
improvements. It is important to note that construction funding for these design
projects has not yet been scheduled.

And Whereas, the East Central Regional Planning Commission (ECWRPC) is the
federally designated Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) for the Fox Cities
Urbanized Area and has had the expansion of [-41 recommendation in the required and
adopted MPO Long Range Transportation Plan. ECWRPC Transportation Committee
has adopted a resolution on July 27, 2018 with the same recommendation described
below.

Now, Therefore, be it Resolved, the City of Appleton does formally request the
Wisconsin Department of Transportation (WisDOT) plan, design, and expand
Interstate 41 (I-41) to 6 lanes between WIS 15 in Outagamie County and Scheuring
Road in Brown County as soon as possible., and

Be it Further Resolved, that the City of Appleton Clerk be directed to forward a copy of
this resolution to Governor Tony Evers, WisDOT Secretary of Transportation,
Outagamie County Highway Commissioner
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RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, Interstate 41 Is a vital component of the City's transportation infrastruciure; and

WHEREAS, a recommendation in the required and adopted Metropolitan Planning Organization Long
Range Transportation Plan calls for the expansion of Interstale 41: and

WHEREAS, portions of Interstate 41 from WIS 26 in Winnebago County to WIS 15 in Oulagamie County i
Is already 6-Lane and porlions of Interstate 41 in Brown County have been expanded lo 6-lanes soulh to i
Scheuring Road; and : :

WHEREAS, the 6-lane to 4-lane transitions create dangerous bottlenecks with a high number of serlous ;
injury and fatal crashes; and {

WHEREAS, almost daily crashes are causing significant delay, costly and dangerous clean-up activities for
emergency services and City staff; and

WHEREAS, the |-41 corridor is an economic engine for the region's commuting workforce that requires
travel time reliability; and

WHEREAS, I-41 is designated on the national Primary Frelght Network due to the sheer number of trucks
that fransport products into and out of the region; and

WHEREAS, East Gentral Wisconsin Reglonal Planning Comimission Transportation Commitiee ‘has
adopled a resolution on July 27, 2018 with the same recommendation below and many local municipalities
are taking similar action; and

WHEREAS, the costs will likely be far higher to not expand the highway based on the safety and economic
impacts of crashes and delays;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Councll of the City of Appleton do ordain
as follows;

1. Request the Wisconsin Department of Transportation plan, design and expand Interslale 41 {o 6-

lanes belween WIS 15 in Outagamie County and Scheuring Road in Brown County as soon as
possible,

2. Authorize the City Glerk o certify and forward said certified copies of the Resolution to Governor
Scoll Walker and WisDOT Secretary of Transportation David Ross.

Adopted and approved this ijﬂ] day of }4(/{5/ US + . 2018,

City of Appleton

Kami Lynch, City Clerk
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