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Bad transportation policies contribute to 'brain drain’
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For the last decade, Wisconsin has been ‘ $ow about yéur woréé’ '
éxperiencing a "brain drain,” with more
college graduates leaving the state than
staying. Based on what we've learned from
numerous recent surveys of millennials,
including a new WISPIRG Foundation
survey of 530 college students at 14
Wisconsin campuses, one factor could be
our crumbling transit infrastructure @ and AVERTIAEMEN]

lack of driving allernatives.

Abesdoen{sangs

Mosi Poputar Mast Commented More Headlines

Growing evidence suggests thatl young
pecple choose where they want to live
targely on the lifestyle and amenities of those
communities, and that they gravitate toward o Police say truck thief left nis
more walkable, bike-able and transit-friendly checkbooks behind, twice
communities where lifestyles are fess 3 Letter | caﬁ't see paying for
dependent on driving. renewable energy (air

1 Pofice seek suspect in puppy-beating
death

A birer cycies along a8 pathyin the Uplown neighborhoos . .
of Minneapots. By faling te invest in Infrastiucture for Could modernizing transit, bike and 4

Police Log: Need for speed

bixes and public transit, Wisconsi risks losing

mitanniats 7 AP Photofadam Gefior pedestrian infrastructure be one strategy to

School Board to fill vacancy at July 14

reverse the brain drain and make Wisconsin 5 meeling
Bt Seight communities a destination & where millennials seek to locate?
For Gannett Cenlral T
Wisconsln Media
What young people want
FILED UNDER The new WISPIRG Foundation survey found thal 80 percent of Most Viewed

Opinion college students 2 said they would be at feast “somewhat more
likely” to stay in Wisconsin after graduation ii they could live in a
place where they could get around without driving. Of that group, a
majority said the ij’)iiiiy to live in places with ransportation
. - aEt%rnaEqus would make them “much more likely” to remain in
Enjoy a limited nuygber of . ,
. | cg:ba . Eigh{y-fout percent of respondents said it was either
articles over the ngX o ; .
) very important” or “somewhat important” for them to have
Subscribe today for full access N .
transportation options other than a car to get around.

Currant subscriber? Acllvate your account

There's no debaling whether recruiling and Porlage County same-sex couple

- . . addresses nexlt steps
retaining young ialent is essential for Jun, 13, 2014

http://www.stevenspointjournal.com/article/20140621/SPJ06/306210098/By-neglecting-bi... 6/24/2014



By neglecting bikes, transit, Wisconsin is losing young people: column | Stevens Point Jo... Page 2 of 4

Vinat miitenniats think when ey hear the words
'Interstate highway.' / AP Photo/David Tulis

Sponéomd Links
‘LifeLock® Services
47 Credit Fraud Moniloring Plan.

2 Proactive Credit Fraud Protection.
$itelock.com

360 Savings Account

360 Savings. No fees. No minimums. Nothing slanding
in your way. Learn More.

wavwy.capitaioneBl.com

Emaif + Social Marketing,

Create, Send, and Track Professional Email Marketing
Sign Up FREE!

hiltp Awwey vERicalresponsa. Lom

ADVERTIZSEWENT

communities lo thrive in today's knowledge-
based economy. Studies suggest that the
most successful cilles w and economic
regions in the 21st century will be those that
aliract and retain young college graduates
and are places they want to locate.

Harvard economist Edward Glaeser has
found that the presence of colfege graduates
has been the best social or economic
predictor of a city's future growth in each of
the tast several decades. He shows how this
outcome stems from greater skills and
resulting higher produclivity @ that causes
faster growth.

Most relevant ic Wisconsin, the research
shows that the effect is particularly
proncunced among cold-weather cities and
those cities that have experienced some
tevel of decline,

In other words, attracting and retaining
young, educated talent is particularly
important to Wisconsin cities.

QOut-of-touch policies

In this context, economic development isn't
about chasing smokestacks or courting
paricular companies &, It's about being a
place with a lifestyle and amenities where
millenniats want to be and where employers,
as a result, want fo locate,

If political and business & leaders want to recruit and retain young
tatent in Wisconsin, then they need to reconsider our state

transportation priorities and make sure we provide the {ransit, bike
and non-driving transporation options that young people gravitate

towards.

The probiem is that the transportation preferences of today's young
people contrasts starkly with current Wisconsin transportation
policies. Over the past 10 years — a time when Wisconsinites, like
Americans, generally have been driving less and seeking other

transit and other non-driving modes, while state spending on
highway expansion has increased greatly.

We already have some of the most highly ranked public universities

in the country, which attract brilliant minds from all over the world.
W should be doiag more to keep them here once they graduate.
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opporiunity to attract the young tatent and educated workforce that

are important to Wisconsin's economic prosperity in the future.

Bruce Speight is the Ditector 2 of WISPIRG, the Wisconsin
Public Interest Research Group, online at www.wispirg.org/.
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