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MEMORANDUM

Date: April 11, 2014
TO: City of Appleton Municipal Services Committee
FROM: Melissa A. Kracmer Badtke, Associate Planner, ECWRPC

RE: Appleton (Fox Cities) and Oshkosh Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs)
Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan

In 2010, East Central W1 Regional Planning Commission received a Transportation
Enhancements (TE) grant from the Wisconsin Department of Transportation to develop
the Appleton (Fox Cities) and Oshkosh Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs)
Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan. During this planning process, the steering committee and
ECWRPC staff focused on identifying gaps, barriers, and opportunities for connectivity
between municipalities within and also between each of the MPOs.

Enclosed you will find a summary of the Appleton (Fox Cities) and Oshkosh
Metropolitan Planning Organization s (MPOs) Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan, two bicycle
and pedestrian maps for the City of Appleton, and a quick facts documents regarding the
benefits of walking and bicycling.

On the maps you will see:

¢ Existing bicycle and pedestrian facilities: These facilities are currently “on the
ground” and include off-road non-motorized transportation facilities (i.e. trails),
bike lanes, and sharrows. Sidewalks are also considered existing facilities.

+ Planned bicycle and pedestrian facilities: These facilities are documented in a
plan (i.e. Comprehensive Plan, Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan, efc.)

¢ Recommended bicycle and pedestrian facilities: These are facilities that were
recommended by the steering committee.

¢ Regional Network: These corridors were identified as major connections
between and within municipalities within the Appleton (Fox Cities) and Oshkosh
MPOs.

At the next municipal committee meeting, we will present this information and will be
asking for your feedback and input on the plan along with the Regional Bicycle and
Pedestrian Network. If you have any questions or concerns prior to the meeting, please
contact Melissa Kraemer Badtke at 920-751-4770 or mbadtke{@ecwrpc.org.

Fast Central builds refationships and cooperalive, visionary growlh strategies that keep our region beauiiful, healthy, and prosperous.
400 Ahnaip Street, Suite 100 - Menasha, Wisconsin 54952« PHeRE 820.751.4770+FAX 9820.751.4771 ~www.ecwrpc.org
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@ East Central Wisconsin Appleton (Fox Cities) & Oshkosh MPO

BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN BACKGROUND INFORMATION

VISION: Ensure that residents within the Appleton {(Fox Cities) and
Oshkosh Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs) have the ability to
safely and conveniently walk or bike between origins and destinations via
a well interconnected multimodal transportation network.

Bicyclists and pedestrians do not adhere to municipal boundaries; therefore it is imperative
this bicycle and pedestrian plan focuses on connecting ali of the municipalities of the Fox
Cities {(Appleton} and Oshkosh Metropolitan Planning Organizations {MPQOs}. Although a
multitude of municipal bicycle and pedestrian plans have been completed throughout the
three counly area of Calumet, Outagamie, and Winnebago Counties, there currently is not a
plan that focuses on the regional connectivity of hicycle and pedestrian networks throughout
the study area. This plan not only identifies existing and planned facilities, but identifies
gaps, barriers, and needed conneclions {0 enhance the safe, accessible and efficient
regional bicycle and pedestrian network throughout and in between the two urbanized areas.
Most transit trips begin andior end with a pedestrian Irip, so connectivity with Valley Transit
and GO Transit buses, which include bicycle racks, are also addressed in this plan.

This plan has been a coordinated regional effort for three counties (Calumet, Outagamie,
and Winnebago) with a population of over 200,000, twenty-five municipalities, 20 school
districts, and 100 schools. This plan focuses on regional bicycle and pedestrian connectivity
yet, it strives to keep individual characteristics of a community intact. Funding for this project
was received from the Wisconsin Department of Transportation.

BENEFITS OF BICYCLING AND WALKING

Economic:

s In 2010, a study found thaf bicycle recreation and lourism contribute $924 million annually fo
Wisconsin's economy and eslimates that “the potential value of health benefits from reducing
short car trips and increasing bicycling totaled $409 million”.

Real Estate Values:

»  Bob McNamara, Senior Policy Representative for the Nalional Association of Realtors (NAR),
a 1.2 million member professional organizalion, emphasized the importance of fransporiation
choice at the 2009 Nationa! Bike Summit. Realtors sell nof just houses, he said, they sell
communities. Increasing {ransporiation choice increases livabilily,

Health:

+  People living in auto-onented suburbs drive more, walk less and are more obese than people
living in walkable communities. For each hour of driving per day, obesity increases 6%, bul
walking for transportation reduces the risk of obesily.

+  Today, approximately one-quarter of health care costs in the U.S. are attributable fo obesily
and health care costs for childhood obesity are estimated at approximately $14 billion per year.

o Obesily is so prevalent in foday's children, that this maybe the first generation of children in
over 200 years that may not oullive their parents.

Environmental/Congestion Management:

+  Relurning fo 1969 levels of walking and bicycling to school would save 3.2 billion vehicle miles,
1.5 million tons of carhon dioxide and 89,000 fons of other poflutants equal fo keeping more
than 250,000 cars off the road for a year.

s A5%increase in a neighborhood's “walkability” reduces vehicle miles traveled by 6%.

Bicycle and Pedestrian Safety:

+  Pedestrians are twice as likely lo be siruck by a vehicle in locations without a sidewalk.

s+ Seniors are the most vulnerable bicyclists and pedestrians. Adults over 65 make up 10% of
watking trips, yet comprise 19% of pedestrian fatalities and make up 6% of bicycling trips, yet
accourt for 10% of bicycle falalilies.
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CURRENT CONDITIONS ANAYLSIS

Population Demographics by MPO
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Commuting Mode Share for the
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PROGRAMS, POLICIES
AND PARTNERS

PROGRAMS
Fox Valley Bike Challenge

Regional Safe Roules to Schoo!

Program

Weight of the Fox Valley
Activate Fox Cities '
Well City Fox Cities .~
-Well City Oshkosh

| Complete S"treet_s__ :

e  Town of G_ran_d_(_)hute__ :

Safe Routes To School
Resolutions of Support
¢ City of Oshkosh
o Town of Algoma
e Oshkosh Area Schoo! District

PARTNERS
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departments and eleclecl .
‘officials) :
Advocacy Orgamzattons :
Corporations -
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Health Care Organizations




CITY OF APPLETON AT A GLANCE
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BACKGROUND ON COUNTY HEALTH

RANKINGS

The County Health Rankings & Roadmaps is a

collaboralion between the Robert Wood John-

son Foundation and the University of Wiscon-

sin Population Health Institule.

There are two overall rankings:

¢ Health Outcomes: How healthy a county
is now,

»  Health Factors: How healthy a county will o -
be in the future. Calumet County "

The Rankings use a variety of factors to defer- -
mine the overall health of a county including Outagamie County

but not limited to health behaviors, social &
economic factors, access to clinical care, and Winnebageo County

the physical environment. ; -

COUNTY HEALTH
RANKINGS (2014)

For more information, please visit the County **Nole that a Ranking of 1 is considered
Health Rankings and Roadmaps website at the besl and aranking of 72is -
hitp:/iwww.counlyhealthrankings.org/. -, .. considered the worsl

~ Performance Measures ~

« Benchmarking study to identify, update, and report on a number of performance
measures {l.e. number of facility miles, count data on focal hicycle and pedestrian
facilities, etc,) determined by local stakeholder group.

s Active transportation model to assist in determining the number of potential users
of bicycle and pedestrian facilities.

« Economic Impact Study—fo determine the Return on Investment of bicycle and
pedestrian facilities within the Fox Valley.

* Number of businesses encouraging their employees fo walk or hike to work.

« Number of students (or trips saved from) participating in walking school bus
programs or cycle frains.
o Number of riders and amount of miles for the Fox Valley Bike Challenge

sPercentage of funding for bicycle and pedestrian projects and program {local, MPO,
state, federal, and private funds).
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Tha Applaton {Fox Cities} and Oshkosh Bicyde and Padeshian Plan was
funded by the Wisconsin Deparlment of Transporiation and prepared by
the Appleton (Fox Cities) and Oshkosh Bicyde and Pedestian Steering
Commitlee. For additional information, please contact Melissa Kraemer
Badtke, Associate Planner, at 920.751.4770 or visil htip:/Hcompo.crg/
planning-activitas/bicycle-and-pedestian-plannings.

RECOMMENDATIONS
~ Education ~

Increase public and political awareness of the need for the benefits of bicycle and
pedestrian facilities and a well inferconnected multimodal transportation network,

*  Eslablish an annual report on the state of walking and bicycling including but not {imited to miles
of facilities, number of programs, and policies within Lhe region,

*  Educate drivers (including young drivers) about inleracling/sharing the road with cyclists and
pedeslrians.

+ Calcufate benefits of local projects (i.e. economics, health, etc.).

& Pariner with focal parks and recrealion depariments and schools {o offer summer bicycling
classes.

*  Work with local municipalities to develop site visits for elected officials to experience walking or
bicycling.

~ Encouragement ~

Encourage more residents to walk and/or bike as a means to reduce dependence on
the automobile, conserve energy, and increase physical activity.

*  Continue to work with local organizations and municipalities to expand and promote the Fox
Valley Bike Challenge,

s  Provide bicycle parking at local businesses, employment centers, recreational facilities, etc.

¢ Establish an informatien website or app showing routes and focations of bicycling and walking
facilities.

*  Pevelop walking schoo! bus programs and/or cycle Irains with local schools.

¢ Work with local organizations and municipalities 1o develop a Cyclovia (an event Lhat closes the
streels temporarily for bicycle and pedeslian use only—Ride the Drive in Madison),

~ Enforcement ~

Improve safety, reduce conflicts, and build mutual awareness and respect between
motorists, bicyclists, and pedestrians by Improving enforcement of all multimodal
transportation laws.

¢ Partner with local law enforcement in bicycle and pedestrian education efforts.
*  Work wilh local police departments and other organizations te develop a bicycle patrol program.

¢ Work with focal law enforcement to provide positive reinforcement of "Deoing It Righl” with
residents and youlh.

¢ Develop a Pedestrian Enforcement Campaign.
~ Engineering ~
Ifmprove the connections hetween bicycfe, pedestrian, and transit networks within the
Appleton (Fox Cities) and Oshkosh Urbanized Areas by identifying gaps, barriers and
needed multimodal facifities.
¢ Develop the Regional Bicycle and Pedestrian Network.

*  Develop Complete Streets Palicies for communities within the Applelon {Fox Cities) and
QOshkosh MPOs,

+  Develop a dedicated funding source for implementing bicycle and pedestrian facilities and
programs {both at the local and the MPO levels).

*  Develop way finding signage for bicycling and pedestrian facililies.
~ Evaluation ~

Establish criteria to evaluate the education, encouragement, enforcement, and
engineering components of existing and future bicycle and pedestrian planning
efforts, programs, and facilities.

¢ Work with local organizations and municipalilies to develop a bicycle and pedestrian count
process and conduct bicycle and pedestrian counts.

¢ Develop an annual benchmarking report on the state of walking and bicycling within the Fox
Valley,

+  Develop a Local Economic Impact Sludy for the Appleton (Fox Cities) and Oshkosh MPOs,



