
Community & Economic Development Committee

City of Appleton

Meeting Agenda - Final

100 North Appleton Street 

Appleton, WI  54911-4799

www.appleton.org

Council Chambers, 6th Floor4:30 PMWednesday, March 23, 2022

1. Call meeting to order

2. Roll call of membership

3. Approval of minutes from previous meeting

22-0367 CEDC Minutes from 3-9-22

CEDC Minutes 3-9-22.pdfAttachments:

4. Public Hearings/Appearances

5. Action Items

22-0369 **CRITICAL TIMING** Request to approve the Offer to Purchase from 

Romenesko Developments, Inc. to purchase Lot 14 of Southpoint 

Commerce Park Plat No. 2, consisting of approximately 2.16 acres, at a 

purchase price of $86,400 ($40,000 per acre), which includes a 

commission of 8% payable to Romenesko Developments, Inc.

Romenesko Offer to Purchase Memo to CEDC 3-23-22.pdf

Romenesko Offer to Purchase Lot 14 Southpoint 3-15-22.pdf

SPCP Deed Restrictions.pdf

Southpoint Commerce Park Map_Subject Parcel.pdf

Attachments:

22-0370 The Community and Economic Development Committee may go into 

closed session pursuant to State Statute §19.85(1)(e) for the purpose of 

discussing real estate negotiations regarding the potential sale of Lot 14 of 

the Southpoint Commerce Park Plat No. 2 and then reconvene into open 

session

6. Information Items

22-0368 Tami McLaughlin with World Relief-Fox Valley presenting on Afghan 

refugee resettlement, along with others sharing City staff involvement

Afghan Refugee Update_Appleton_March 2022_FINAL.pdfAttachments:
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http://cityofappleton.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=20917
http://cityofappleton.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=b6be514e-c220-46f3-85d5-a4cb741833bd.pdf
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http://cityofappleton.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=acac1ef8-a20d-4feb-b24c-d25599ec753f.pdf
http://cityofappleton.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=4c484905-2124-4a82-a076-f5ab7e6d24e8.pdf
http://cityofappleton.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=18026a13-da27-477c-84dd-d58e8f35e031.pdf
http://cityofappleton.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=8d3bc882-a5ed-4009-89e7-b035b01bfb9f.pdf
http://cityofappleton.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=20920
http://cityofappleton.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=20918
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Meeting Agenda - Final

7. Adjournment

Notice is hereby given that a quorum of the Common Council may be present during this 

meeting, although no Council action will be taken.

Any questions about items on this meeting are to be directed to Karen Harkness, 

Director, Community and Economic Development Department at 920-832-6468.

Reasonable Accommodations for Persons with Disabilities will be made upon Request 

and if Feasible.

Page 2 City of Appleton Printed on 3/18/2022



100 North Appleton Street 

Appleton, WI  54911-4799

www.appleton.org

City of Appleton

Meeting Minutes - Final

Community & Economic Development 

Committee

4:30 PM Council Chambers, 6th FloorWednesday, March 9, 2022

Call meeting to order1.

Chair Reed called the meeting to order at 4:30 p.m.

Roll call of membership2.

Reed, Firkus, Thao, Alfheim and WolffPresent: 5 - 

Others present:

Alderperson Denise Fenton, District #6

Alderperson Sheri Hartzheim, District #13

Joe Horsch, Valley Packaging, 322 N. Appleton Street

Kou Yang, Us 2 Behavioral Health Care

Sheng Lee Yang, Us 2 Behavioral Health Care

Approval of minutes from previous meeting3.

22-0243 CEDC Minutes from 2-23-22

CEDC Minutes 2-23-22.pdfAttachments:

Firkus moved, seconded by Alfheim, that the Minutes be approved. Roll Call. 

Motion carried by the following vote:

Aye: Reed, Firkus, Thao, Alfheim and Wolff5 - 

Public Hearings/Appearances4.

Action Items5.
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22-0244 Request approval of engineering services for final engineering and 

stormwater management in Southpoint Commerce Park to be performed 

by R.A. Smith at a cost not to exceed $53,000

RA Smith Final Eng + Stormwater in SPCP Memo to CEDC 

3-9-22.pdf

DRAFT RA Smith 2022 Southpoint Commerce Park Task Order.pdf

Southpoint Commerce Park Map_2_23_2022.pdf

Attachments:

Alfheim moved, seconded by Firkus, that the Report Action Item be 

recommended for approval. Roll Call. Motion carried by the following vote:

Aye: Reed, Firkus, Thao, Alfheim and Wolff5 - 

22-0245 Request to approve the City of Appleton maintain its current selling prices 

for business/industrial park land and hold option fees as described in the 

attached documents

Business-Industrial Park Land Value Memo_3-9-22.pdf

Exhibit A-Ind Land Sales Comparison.pdf

Exhibit B-Ind Land Sales Ask Price Comparison.pdf

Southpoint Commerce Park Map_2_23_2022.pdf

NE Business Park Map_7_2021.pdf

Attachments:

Alfheim moved, seconded by Wolff, that the Report Action Item be 

recommended for approval. Roll Call. Motion carried by the following vote:

Aye: Reed, Firkus, Thao, Alfheim and Wolff5 - 

22-0246 Request to approve the recommended allocation of American Rescue 

Plan Act (ARPA) grant funds as specified in the attached documents

ARPA Grant Distribution Memo to CEDC 3-9-22.pdf

Recommended Awards for ARPA Phase One Nonprofit Grant 

Apps.pdf

ARPA Phase One Matrix.pdf

Attachments:

Alfheim moved, seconded by Wolff, that the Report Action Item be 

recommended for approval. Roll Call. Motion carried by the following vote:

Aye: Reed, Firkus, Thao, Alfheim and Wolff5 - 

Information Items6.

22-0247 2021 Growth Report for the City of Appleton

2021 Growth Report Summary_CEDC 3-9-22.pdf

2021 City of Appleton Growth Report.pdf

Attachments:

This item was presented and discussed.
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March 9, 2022Community & Economic 

Development Committee
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22-0263 College North Neighborhood Plan Open House on Monday, April 11, 

2022 from 4:00 pm to 7:00 pm in the City Center Board Room, City 

Center Plaza, 10 E. College Avenue, 1st Floor toward East End (Walk 

thrus will take about 15 minutes, you can stop by anytime during the 

3-hour window)

planAPPLETON.comAttachments:

This item was presented and discussed.

Adjournment7.

Wolff moved, seconded by Alfheim, that the meeting be adjourned at 5:03 p.m. 

Roll Call. Motion carried by the following vote:

Aye: Reed, Firkus, Thao, Alfheim and Wolff5 - 

Page 3City of Appleton



 

 

 

 

 

 
TO: Community and Economic Development Committee 
  
FROM: Matt Rehbein, Economic Development Specialist 
 
DATE: March 23, 2022 

RE: Offer to Purchase – Lot 14 Southpoint Commerce Park Plat #2, 
Romenesko Developments, Inc. 

 
 
The City of Appleton has received an Offer to Purchase from Romenesko Developments, 
Inc. for Lot 14 of Southpoint Commerce Park Plat Number 2, comprised of approximately 
2.16 acres.    
 
The proposed purchase price is $86,400 which is based on our asking price of $40,000 per 
acre.  A commission of 8% payable to Romenesko Developments, Inc., payable at the time 
of closing, is included in this offer. 
 
Romenesko Developments, Inc. owns several buildings in the Northeast Business Park 
and anticipates building a “flex” or build-to-suit building on this site. 
 
Staff Recommendation:  
 
The City of Appleton accept the Offer-To-Purchase for Lot 14 of Southpoint Commerce 
Park Plat No. 2, comprised of approximately 2.16 acres, from Romenesko Developments, 
Inc. at a purchase price of $86,400 ($40,000.00 per acre) BE APPROVED.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

M E M O R A N D U M 

 

 
“…meeting community needs…enhancing quality of life.” 
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AFGHAN REFUGEE UPDATE

B A C K G R O U N D  I N F O

N U M B E R S  A T  A  G L A N C E

A total of 188 refugees have settled in the
Fox Valley; 180 Afghan arrivals and 8
other arrivals (Congolese and Pakistan). Afghan newcomers arrived 

from 6 military bases including 
Fort McCoy.

There is a push at the Federal 
level to change the 
immigration laws regarding 
humanitarian parole that 
would allow Afghan evacuees 
to apply for permanent 
resident status one year after 
being paroled into the country.

Adults that meet eligibility 
criteria can obtain 
authorization to work. 
“Employable adults” cannot 
begin working until they 
receive Employment 
Authorization Documentation 
and Social Security Number, 
which are usually supplied 
before they leave the military 
base. Many Afghans are finding 
work within a month after 
arrival. 
 

127 OF THE 188 ARE IN 
APPLETON AND MENASHA

Arrivals range from
single adults and
couples to extended
families as large as 8. 

Just over 1000 Afghans are expected to
resettle in Wisconsin by the end of Spring
2022. (WI Dept. Of child and Family
Services)

Statewide 350-400 Afghans are expected
to be “employable adults”. (WI Dept. Of
child and Family Services) 



A P P L E T O N  P U B L I C  L I B R A R Y

Adriana McCleer Community 
Partnerships Supervisor

Norma Oliveras 
Outreach Specialist

CITY DEPARTMENTS
DIRECTLY SERVING REFUGESS

A P P L E T O N  P O L I C E  D E P A R T M E N T

Sgt. Carrie Peters
Refugee Community Liaison

V A L L E Y  T R A N S I T

Sarah Schneider
Mobility Manager

Stephanie Lenz
Travel Training Specialist

Karen Harkness
Director of Community and 

Economic Development

Timber Smith
Diversity, Equity & Inclusion 

Coordinator

A P P L E T O N  C I T Y  H A L L

Trains  refugees on utilization of police services 
and basic laws/norms.
Briefs officers on refugee community 
population and provides regular updates. 

Share information with business community 
and partnering organizations. 
Provide educational information to the public 
regarding refugee community. 

Provide library tours and introduction to library 
services to refugees. 
Work with the Even Start program, where some 
Afghan parents have already enrolled. 

Train refugee families on how to use public 
transit. 
Already worked with 13 refugee families; 9 
more families scheduled for training. 
Provide transit training to Good Neighbor 
Teams who will work with refugees on how to 
use bus system. 
VT is already seeing success in training 
programs, with refugees taking the bus to/from 
FVTC where they are learning English. 

https://www.nbc26.com/news/local-news/fox-valley-technical-college-helps-afghan-refugees-build-their-english-skills?fbclid=IwAR2mbUYn_k7JS2j_Rt-Zt00dS8rIdtrG2tAJjBgOf_QqbMfBcyMjKCYFKco


G O O D  N E I G H B O R  T E A M S

LOCAL REFUGEE NETWORK 
AND TASK FORCE

W O R L D  R E L I E F  F O X  V A L L E Y

Uncertain pathway to lawful permanent residence 
Finances and desire to support families back in Afghanistan 
Health and desire to be seen by a provider for health issues 
Transportation and desire to begin driving as soon as possible 

World Relief Fox Valley has noticed four primary sources of anxiety with Afghan newcomers as 
they resettle in the Fox Valley: 

1.
2.
3.
4.

 
Language/ literacy as well as cultural differences are the greatest barriers, along with the 
adjustment to cold weather. Contact: James Rashid (jrashid@wr.org) 

Prepare for Arrival 
Resettlement & Adjustment 
Friendship 
Financial Support 

A Good Neighbor Team is a small group of people from a local church that partners with World 
Relief to welcome and walk alongside a newly arrived refugee family. The goal is for each 
refugee who arrives in the U.S. to feel the warm welcome of his/her local community. Good 
Neighbor Teams assist World Relief to expedite the refugee process by getting families settled 
in their new homes, find employment, secure household needs, make medical appointment,
enroll in school, etc. The  work of these volunteers help facilitate long-term, reciprocal 
relationships with the refugee community. 

RESOURCES 
POST JOBS: Use this portal to post work opportunities;  select "Employment"
www.dcf.wisconsin.gov/refugee/resources 
DONATE: Donate to arriving Afghan refugees; Team Rubicon is accepting donations at 
www.teamrubiconusa.org Contact: kevin.ryan@teamrubiconusa.org 
LEARN: Overview of the Refugee Resettlement Process 
www.dcf.wisconsin.gov/files/refugee/pdf/refugee-process-short.pdf 

https://dcf.wisconsin.gov/refugee/resources
https://teamrubiconusa.org/
mailto:kevin.ryan@teamrubiconusa.org
https://dcf.wisconsin.gov/files/refugee/pdf/refugee-process-short.pdf
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