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October 24, 2013 Safety & Licensing Committee - City Clerk Report: 

1. Results of Hearings on Proposed Election Legislation:   

Bill #: Description Positive-

Negative-  

Neutral 

Impact 

AB-89 Method of reporting election returns by municipality.  This bill is for 20 or less voters that 

can be combined in reporting units for communities with population over 35,000.  This 

was unanimously approved to go forward to the Assembly.   

Neutral 

AB-128 Recall petition requirements.  This bill is regarding the requirements to initiate a recall – 

the person must be charged with a crime or violating local ordinance.  This bill will move 

forward to the Assembly on a 6-3 party line vote. 

Neutral 

Joint 

Bill 25 

Recall of elective officers.  This bill will move forward to the Assembly on a party split 

vote.  This one would be a constitutional change and has a long way to go. 

Neutral 

AB-202 Certification of election observers.  The Assembly amended the bill and it now reads the 

observers can sit no closer than 3 feet and no further than 8 feet from the table.  They 

removed the “0-3 feet” part of the bill and the option to allow observers to sit at the table of 

voter registration was removed.  This bill will move forward to the Assembly on a 6-3 

party line vote. 

Positive 

with  

amendment 

AB-54 Limiting the times for voting by absentee ballots in person.  The purpose of this bill is to 

make in-person absentee voting standardized throughout the state.    This bill was 

originally presented with no regard for part-time clerks.  An amendment to allow voters to 

“make appointments” with the Clerk to vote outside of 7:30 am to 6:00 pm was made.  

Also, another amendment was made to the bill removing the 40 hours per week 

requirement.  Kevin Kennedy from the Government Accountability Board testified 

encouraging the Committee to standardize the in-person voting to coincide with actual 

voting hours.  He suggested that wording be included to say “In person absentee voting 

may be conducted during the hours of 7:00 am to 8:00 pm at the discretion of the 

Municipal Clerk.  This would allow us to set our hours within those hours (our office 

business hours for Appleton).  We would still be required to publish our absentee hours in 

the paper and would not be able to sway from those published hours.  Kevin Kennedy also 

suggested to include allowing Saturday & Sunday for in-person absentee voting at the 

discretion of the Municipal Clerk but only the weekend that falls 10 days prior to the 

election.  This provision would allow Milwaukee & Madison and other larger cities to still 

conduct weekend voting, it also allows the part-time Clerks to have weekend hours 10 days 

prior to the election.  The Committee is working with Kevin Kennedy to re-work this 

amendment to meet Kevin’s recommendations. 

Positive 

with  

proposed 

amendment

s 

AB-393 Residency of election officials.  No update at this time.  Concern would be losing our 

trained workers to a neighboring community who pays a higher wage.  If names are 

provided from a party list, concern would be those people are not familiar with our streets 

and polling locations causing potential errors for instructing voters where to go.   

Negative 
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AB-394 Labeling of duplicate ballots.  This bill would provide a location on the ballot where 

election workers will indicate a remade or duplicate ballot.  The purpose of the bill is to 

standardize this process so that every municipality is labeling them the same. 

Neutral 

SB-297 Absentee voting at residential care facilities.  The City of Appleton has 5 nursing homes.  

This proposed bill could add 22 additional facilities (i.e.  CBRF’s, adult day care & adult 

family homes).  We would be required to train additional Special Voting Deputies to reach 

all these facilities and comply with posting and publishing notice requirements.  We pay 

two SVD’s $50 each/visit/facility.  This would be an extreme burden with increasing our 

cost immensely and coordinating all these facilities. 

Negative 

 

 

2. Wisconsin Elections:  Below is an article from the October 2013 League of Wisconsin Municipalities spotlighting our 

administration of elections over the past two years.  It outlines some of the election-related duties, summarizes 

statistics regarding the costs of election and details the current effort intended to assist both the 1,852 municipal 

clerks and 72 county clerks in determining the most efficient means of managing election data.  An important factor 

in the success of elections is the level of resources allocated to election budgets to secure sufficient staffing, 

materials, equipment & technological tools.  If you have any questions, I welcome the opportunity to sit down with 

you to discuss it in further detail.  

 

3. Polling Place Onsite Accessibility Compliance Audit Report:  On October 8th, the Government Accountability Board 

sent notification that my proposed action plan to resolve accessibility findings identified at the Appleton Polling 

Places during the June 5, 2012 onsite accessibility audit is approved.  This ensures that all our polling places comply 

with accessibility standards so that all voters may cast a ballot privately and independently. 

 

4. Granicus/Legistar Update:  On October 18, 2013 between the hours of 9:00 pm and midnight Pacific Time, Granicus 

systems may be inaccessible while they perform software updates. The purpose of this maintenance update is to 

extend the product stability and functionality of our Granicus solution.  We will see positive results for the 

following:   LiveManager supported on Windows 8, improvements to managing speakers in LiveManager during a 

meeting, LiveManager will now have a preview video button in the Setup menu allowing us to verify the video is 

working and streaming is functional and lastly it fixes a bug that was causing the “request to speak” in Vote Cast to 

move the cursor in LiveManager, thus interrupting LiveManager users typing notes or motions.   

 

That concludes my report.   

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Char Peterson 

 

Char Peterson, CMC/WCMC 

City Clerk 
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